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• PURPOSE/PROCESS
– What Will the Master Plan Do?
– Project Timeline

• RESEARCH
– What Existing Conditions impact Parks and Recreation?
– What Recreation Facilities and Programs Does the City Have?

• COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
– What Recreation Facilities and Programs Does the City Need?

• TONIGHT’S WORKSHOP
• NEXT STEPS



Purpose
• To set the framework for 

decision makers in the 
planning and rehabilitation 
of parks and recreation 
facilities. 

• To provide a systematic 
prioritized approach to the 
implementation of needed 
parks, facilities and 
programs.

Treasure Island Park
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Goals
• Acquire, develop, and maintain 

quality parks and trails;   
• Improve the existing condition of 

parks and community facilities to
encourage use;  

• Update community facilities to 
maximize use for all ages;  

• Enhance the value of sports and 
fitness, quality of life, and arts 
and social gathering places;  and 

• Celebrate healthy living in 
Downey.

Rio San Gabriel Park
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Process
A. RESEARCH EXISTING CONDITIONS

• Demographics
• Recreation Trends
• Park and Recreation Facilities
• Connectivity/Accessibility Inventory
• Programs
• Park Buildings Analysis

B. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
• Focus Groups
• Community Workshops
• Telephone Survey
• Sports Organization Questionnaire
• Online Questionnaire

C. NEEDS ASSESSMENT
• Demand and Needs Assessment
• Gap Analysis

D. RECOMMENDATIONS

Independence Park
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Recreation Trends
CHANGING LIFESTYLES ‐
TECHNOLOGY
• Internet Access ‐ 78.9% of U.S. 
homes*

• Americans with Facebook –
56%**

• Facebook Avg. time spent – 15.5 
hours/month**

• 18‐24 year olds use social media –
98%**

*2010 Census/**Huffington Post (statisticsbrain.com)
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Recreation Trends
CHANGING LIFESTYLES
• Sedentary Activities
• Rise in Obesity (U.S.)

– 1990 – 10% Obesity
– 1996 – 24% Obesity
– 2015 – 35% Obesity 
(Projected)

Center for Disease Control
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Recreation Trends
CHANGING LIFESTYLES
• Childhood Obesity

– California – 38.4%
– LA County – 42.6%
– Downey – 40.1%
UCLA Center for Health Research

2012  ‐ California spent $21 Billion 
on health issues related to Obesity  
‐ California Center for Public Health
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Recreation Trends
CHANGING LIFESTYLES
• Walkable City Scores

– San Francisco – 83.9 
(highest)

– Downey – 54 
(somewhat walkable)

– La Mirada – 44
– Bell Gardens – 63

Walkscore.com
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Recreation Trends
PARKS AND RECREATION
• Playgrounds

– Stricter Codes ‐ lawsuits
– “Less physically 
challenging”

– “More boring”

• Reduced Exercise

Pediatrics Magazine 2012
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Demographics

Downey
4.1% Growth

LA County
3.1% Growth

Population
2000-2010
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Demographics

Downey
0.2% Decline

LA County
3.4% Growth

Households
2000-2010
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Demographics
Age Group
2000-2010

Seniors
Highest 
Growth
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Demographics
Race/Ethnicity
2010 - % of Total

71.3% Hispanic
16.9% White
6.6% Asian/Pacific Islander
4.2% Black
1.0% Other
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Demographics
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Projections
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Inventory: Park Facilities

FURMAN PARK
Acreage:  14.44 Acres
Passive Recreation Elements

• Playground
• (2) Picnic Shelters/(29) Picnic Tables 
• (11) Barbeques

Active Recreation Elements
• (2) Baseball Fields + (1) Tee Ball
• (4) Tennis Courts
• (1) Basketball Court
• Walking Paths

Other/Support Elements
• (2) Community Buildings (In‐Use)
• (1) Concessions Building
• Restrooms
• Parking
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Inventory: Park Facilities

WILDERNESS PARK
Acreage:  22.8 Acres

Passive Recreation Elements
• Playground
• (3) Picnic Shelters/(36) Picnic Tables 
• (8) Barbeques
• (2) Lakes 
• Walking Paths

Other/Support Elements
• (1) Community Building
• (2) Restrooms
• Parking
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Inventory: Park Facilities

BROOKSHIRE CHILDREN’S PARK
Acreage:  1.2 Acres

Passive Recreation Elements
• Playground
• (2) Picnic Shelters
• (7) Picnic Tables 
• (6) Benches
• (2) Barbeques

Other/Support Elements
• Walking Path
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Inventory: Community Center

BARBARA J. RILEY 
COMMUNITY/SENIOR CENTER

•Billiards Room
•Arts & Crafts Room
•Library – Reading Room
•TV Room
•Fitness Center
•Meeting Rooms
•Catering Kitchen
•Restrooms
•Offices
•Auditorium w/Stage
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Inventory: Schools

Joint-Use Schools

Columbus HS

Doty Middle School

Downey High School

Griffiths Middle School

Rio Hondo Elementary
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Inventory: School Recreation Facilities

COLUMBUS HIGH 
SCHOOL

• (3) Ball fields  
• (1 Lighted)
• w/ overlay Soccer 

Fields
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Inventory: School Recreation Facilities

DOWNEY HIGH 
SCHOOL
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Home to Downey Community 
Aquatics Center

Other Facilities (not programmed 
by Parks & Recreation):
• (3) Ball fields
• (1) Soccer (Overlay Field)
• (4) Basketball Courts
• (1) Football Field/Track
• (8) Tennis Courts



Inventory: Trails and Bikeways
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Community Engagement

• Focus Groups
• Community‐wide Telephone Survey
• Online Questionnaire
• Sports Organization User Survey
• Community Workshops
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Focus Groups

• Two Focus Groups
• November 19, 
2014

• 10am‐12pm
• 1:30pm‐3:30pm
• 31 Participants
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Focus Groups

Participants:
• City residents 
• City Staff 
• Northwest Downey 
Little League

• Downey Razorbacks
• Planning Commission
• Kiwanis Club
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• Boy Scout Troop 441
• LA County Department 

of Public Health
• Downey Futsal 

Program
• Downey Tennis Club



Focus Groups
TOPIC #1:  What are the most important issues related to 
the parks, open space, recreation facilities, and services 
currently provided?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #1:  What are the most important issues related to 
the parks, open space, recreation facilities, and services 
currently provided?
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TOP	3	ISSUES

Maintenance	/	Infrastructure	/	Amenity	Improvements

Safety

Sports	Needs	/	Sports	Facilities	/	Sports	Programming

More	Space	/	Allocation	of	Park	Space	/	Space	Utilization



Focus Groups
TOPIC #2:  How can parks, open space, recreation 
facilities, programs, and services be improved?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #2:  How can parks, open space, recreation 
facilities, programs, and services be improved?
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TOP	3	IMPROVEMENTS	NEEDED

Appearance	/	Maintenance

Funding

Staffing	/	Increase	Staff	Hours	/	Staff	Training



Focus Groups
TOPIC #3:  What is the one program, class or activity you 
would most like to see added in Downey to meet the 
needs of the community?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #3:  What is the one program, class or activity you 
would most like to see added in Downey to meet the 
needs of the community?
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TOP	3	PROGRAMS

Programs	Accessible	to	Adults	/	Parents	

Teen	/	Youth	Programs

Evening	Programs



Focus Groups
TOPIC #4:  What is the one recreation facility you would 
most like to see added in Downey to meet the needs of 
the community?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #4:  What is the one recreation facility you would 
most like to see added in Downey to meet the needs of 
the community?
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TOP	3	FACILITIES

Indoor	Multi‐use	Recreation	Facility	/	Community	Center

Sports	Complex

Teen	/	Youth	Center



Focus Groups
TOPIC #5:  What is your vision for parks, open space, 
facilities, and recreation services in the future (5‐10 years 
out)?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #5:  What is your vision for parks, open space, 
facilities, and recreation services in the future (5‐10 years 
out)?
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VISION

To	plan	and	secure	funding	to	maintain	and	update	existing	facilities,	and	
provide	safe	parks	and	programs	that	meet	the	needs	of	all	residents	of	the	
community.



Focus Groups
TOPIC #6:  What needs to be done to accomplish the 
priorities?
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Focus Groups
TOPIC #6:  What needs to be done to accomplish the 
priorities?
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HOW	TO	ACCOMPLISH

Secure	Resources	/	Funding

Community	Support	/	Involvement
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Tonight’s Workshop

• Discuss  the characteristics, issues and trends, and 
how parks and recreation services and facilities can 
best support the community’s vision.

COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS, ISSUES AND TRENDS, 
ROLE OF RECREATION
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Tonight’s Workshop

What are the most important community 
characteristics that make the City of Downey a great 
place to live, work, and play?

TOPIC #1:  COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS  
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Tonight’s Workshop

What current issues or trends may be negatively 
impacting those important community 
characteristics and should be considered in the 
Parks and Open Space Master Plan?

TOPIC #2:  ISSUES/TRENDS
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Tonight’s Workshop

What role can parks and recreation play in 
addressing those issues and support the community 
characteristics that make the City of Downey a great 
place to live, work and play? 

TOPIC #3:  ROLE OF RECREATION
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Next Steps
WORKSHOP #2:  SPORTS ORGANIZATION USERS
Wednesday, January 21, 2015
6:30 pm ‐9:00 pm
Barbara J. Riley Community and Senior Center
7810 Quill Drive

WORKSHOP #3:  COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 
Saturday, February 28, 2015
9:30 am‐12:00 pm
Golden Park
8840 Golden Avenue
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