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Downey City Library 
11121 Brookshire Ave. 

P.O. Box 7015      
Downey CA, 90241 

 
Library Hours 

 
Monday – Thursday 

10am – 8pm 
 

Friday – Saturday 
10am – 5pm  

 
Sunday 
Closed 

 
Telephone 

562-904-7360 
 

Website 
www.downeylibrary.org 
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Recent Generous Donations 
 

1

    We would like to thank the 
following Friends for their 
generous donations to the Friends 
and/or Downey City Library, 
received since our last 
newsletter.  
    They include all donations 
received with membership 
renewals and donations in 
memory of special friends. 
    As is our policy, we 
acknowledge all donations of 
$25.00 or more in our 
Friends newsletter.      

In memory of Lois T. Wilson  
Robert & Jean Brazelton 

Kathy Callahan 
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    If you recall, Lois was featured 
in the last issue of our newsletter, 
in the Meet Our Volunteers 
section, where she shared a little 
bit about her life. She enjoyed the 
time she spent in the bookstore, 
meeting and helping anyone who 
stopped in. We would like to 
honor her memory by dedicating 
this issue of the Friends’ 
Newsletter to her.  
    Lois loved volunteering and 
meeting new people. She was a 
Friends Book 
Store volunteer 
for over four 
years in 
addition to 
being a 37-
year volunteer 
of the Downey 
Hospital 
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Auxillary, and an 
active member of 
the Downey 
Historical Society.  
    Lois grew up in 
San Antonio, 
Texas where she 

met her Husband, 
an Air Force Pilot 

stationed in San Antonio, on a 
blind date. They raised four 
children in Texas: Alan, Marion, 
Scott, and Terry. Unfortunately, 
she lost her eldest son Alan in an 
accident in 2002. She is survived 
by three children, four 
grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter.  
      She was openhearted, curious 
and kind, always with a ready 
smile. She will be long 
remembered and greatly missed.  
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Bonnie Currie 
Jean Forsse 

Norma Jean Horan 
Evangeline Leyba & Family 

Janet Palen 
Quinstar Technology, Inc. 

Johanna Shull 
David & Darlene Stevens 

Carol Woods 
 

In Memory of Larry Hoak, the 
husband of past Librarian, 

Victoria Jenkins 
Kathy Callahan 
Carol Woods 

 

Other generous donations: 
 

Nancy Krusbe 
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Patricia Welter 
Carol Woods 

 

Theresa Gallagher in memory of 
her sister Jeanette G. Grunst. 

 

Donations of any size are greatly 
appreciated. Please contact library 
administration @ 562- 904-7365 
for more information about 
donating; either a monetary 
donation and/or books on a 
specific subject, possibly one that 

was of particular interest to the 
person honored or 
memorialized. A bookplate 
with their name will be 

included. Both names will be 
included in a future newsletter. 

Newsletter Dedicated to Lois Wilson 

In Loving Memory of 

Lois Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

October 27, 1922  
- 

August 28, 2015 
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Downey Landing’s 
Elephant Bar  

Fundraiser 
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    We are continuing with our bi-
monthly restaurant fundraisers in 
November, this time at the 
Elephant Bar at Downey Landing. 
The restaurant is located on the 
southeast corner of 
Lakewood/Stewart & Gray. If 
you haven’t eaten there you can 
check out 
their menu 
online, but 
suffice it to 
say, they have 
a wide 
selection of 
food ranging 
from salads to 
sandwiches to 
full meals.  
    They advertise their restaurant 
as a “Global Grill/Wok Kitchen.” 
Food is cooked with an 
“American Flair” or it is 
“Globally Inspired!”  
    Our fundraiser will be held on 
Wednesday, November 18, and 
you can eat from 3:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. You must bring the 

2

flyer that is included in this 
newsletter (page 4). You may 
copy it and share with family and 
friends. Copies are also available 
in the Friends store inside the 
library and by calling 562-928-
4327. The restaurant will donate 
15% to the Friends. If you missed 

our fundraiser 
in September 
at Pina Pizza 
House, join us 
for this one. 
Remember, 
it’ll be 
holiday time. 
Relax a bit 
and eat out!    
    Looking 

ahead, in January we will hold 
our restaurant fundraiser at 
Chili’s, also at Downey Landing. 
More on that in our next 
newsletter… and don’t forget to 
tell the folks at the Elephant Bar 
that you appreciate their support 
of the Friends and our city 
library! 

 
 
 

Below are samples of 
the Nov./Dec. (Single 
auction) Silent Auction 
items.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure to stop at 
the Friends’ store to bid 
on your favorites.  

�

 

"Some books are so familiar that reading them is like being home again." 

Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) 
Novelist  
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FLYER NEEDED! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of the Downey City Library 
 

November Fundraiser 
 
 
 
 
 

Downey Landing’s  
ELEPHANT BAR 

November 18th, 2015  
from 3:00pm to 9:00pm 

To participate present this flyer when you dine in on the date shown above. 

 
 

     Your Name                                                                             # in your Party 
Elephant Bar at Downey Landing 

12002 Lakewood Blvd.  
Downey, CA 90242 

 
 
 

FLYER NEEDED! 

Downey Landing’s
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Greeting Card Sale 

Library Event 
Downey City Library 

Adult English Communication Class 
 
 
 
 
 
The class will focus on helping conversational English speakers connect 
through short stories, discussions and activities. The goal is for participants 
to practice and improve their English through reading, writing, and 
speaking. Sign up for this free course at the adult reference desk. 
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    The holiday season is here 
again. That’s right its time to get 
those holiday cards ready for 
mailing. Every year I try to 
remember to get my holiday cards 
at one of the many 
after Christmas 
sales. However, 
every year I forget! 
No matter what I do 
to remind myself 
about these great 
sales I never 
manage accomplish the task. All 
those reminder notes, lost! All the 
digital reminders in the world 
haven’t helped me yet.  
    The Friends’ Store now has a 
solution. This year we will be 
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selling packages of holiday cards. 
The packages will contain 15 to 
20 cards each and will be sold for 
$1.50 to $2.00.   
    We will start the sale on 

October 24th at our 
Marketplace and it 
will continue while 
supplies last.  
    Don’t spend 
$20.00 on a single 
pack of cards, that’s 
always a few short 

of what you need, any more.  
    After the Marketplace, the sale 
will continue in the Friends’ 
Store. Be sure to stop in for those 
holiday cards that were on last 
year’s to do list.  

 
 

 

  

Novemeber 2015 
Schedule of Classes 
Provided Free of Charge 

 

Bilingual Beginning 
Internet 

Wed. Nov. 18th   
 

Beginning Google 
Wed. Nov. 4th  

 

Above classes are 
scheduled from 
10:15-11:45am 

 

Location:  
Downey Library Computer 

Lab 
     
    These classes are 
intended for adults and are 
one day only. They fill up 
quickly so be sure to stop 
by the Library’s Adult 
Information Desk or call 
(562) 904-7360 ext. 132 to 
register.      
    Additional information 
can be obtained at the 
Adult Information Desk.  

�Let’s Get Talking! 

�
Every Monday 

10:30-11:30am 
Sept. 14 

thru 
Nov. 23 

Literacy Tutors Needed!!! 
The Downey City Library offers free, confidential reading 
help for adults who want to improve their reading skills. 
We need volunteers to be trained as tutors. Volunteers 
will need 10 hours of training on a variety 
of tutoring techniques. There is also online 

training. To inquire about the literacy program, call (562) 
904-7360 ext. 123 or email literacy@downey.org 

Adult Literacy 
Tutor Training 

Schedule 
 

Date        Day       Time 
Jan 21    Thu     9am-12pm 
Jan 28     Thu     9am-12pm 
Feb 4      Thu     9am-12pm 
 
Please note: Tutors must be 
18 or older. Also, there is 
non fee associated with 
training.  



�Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
 

Daylight 
Saving Time 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

 

2 
Silent Auction 

Begins 
*** 

Adult English 
Comm. Class 

@10:30am 
 

3 
 

Election Day 
*** 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

4 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

5 6 
 

 

7 
Jail House 

Cuisine 
Event   
*** 

Baby Story 
Time @ 

9:15 
8 

 
 

Library 
Closed 

 

9 
 
Adult English 
Comm. Class 
@10:30am 

10 
BINGO 
NIGHT 

*** 
Preschool 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

11 
 

Veterans Day 
*** 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

12 
 
Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

 
 

13 14 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 

9:15 
 

15 
 
 

Library 
Closed 

16 
 

Adult English 
Comm. Class 

@10:30am 

17 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

18 
Elephant Bar 
Fundraiser 

*** 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

19 
 

20 21 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 

9:15 

22 
 
 

Library 
Closed 

23 
 

Adult English 
Comm. Class 

@10:30am 

24 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

25 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Library 

Closes @5pm 

26 
 
Thanksgiving 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

27 
 

Library 
Closed 

28 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 

 
 

29 
 

Library 
Closed 

      
            
  
  
 

30 
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10:30 11:00a



�Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

 
Preschool 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

2 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

3 
 
 

4 5 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 

6 
 

Hanukah 
Begins 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

7 
 
 

8 
BINGO 
NIGHT 

*** 
Preschool 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

9 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

10 
 
Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

 
 

11 
 

12 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 
*** 

Silent 
Auction 
Closes at 

noon 
13 
 

Library 
Closed 

14 
 
 

15 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

16 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 9:15 

 

20 
 

Library 
Closed 

21 
 
 

22 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

23 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

24 
 

Christmas Eve 
*** 

Library 
Closed 

25 
 
Christmas Day 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

26 
 

Library 
Closed 

27 
 

Library 
Closed 

 
 
           
          

28 
 
 

 
    

29 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

30 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

31 
New Year’s 

Eve 
*** 

Library 
Closes @5 

January 
1st  

New Year’s 
Day 
*** 

Library 
Closed 

January 
2nd  

 
Library 
Closed 

�

December 2015 
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    Ethyl is so pleasant to talk to and so friendly with visitors to the bookstore. 
During our interview a number of people stopped in just to say hello or share 
some bit of news. Ethyl was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. The 
neighborhoods were quite segregated and she remembers that one of the few 
times she would see people of other races was when she would take the bus 
downtown to go shopping. Although the school has been torn down, she is 
very proud to have been a graduate of Vashon High School, which she said 
was well known and thought of in the city. Remember Candy Stripers? She 
was one and would help out at the Red Cross Blood Bank. Her 8th grade 
teacher had students go to the library one day a week after school and Ethyl 

did not like to miss that, even when a storm was so severe that her mother told her not to go. She still 
remembers how upset her mother was that she went anyway. That Saturday, instead of enjoying a day 
with her friends, she had to sit at home! She and a girlfriend joined the WACs after high school. Boot 
camp was in Alabama and she spent some time in Kentucky for clerical training before being stationed 
here in California at Fort McArthur. She soon met her husband and started a family. She has a girl and a 
boy and feels blessed to have nine grandchildren. The G.I. bill helped her go to school where she took 
Child Development classes and eventually taught in Head Start. She also worked for the City of Long 
Beach and now that she is retired, works at her church on Sunday mornings taking care of the babies and 
preschoolers. How do we find such wonderful volunteers?! 

    It’s fun talking with Kathy because you can feel her love and passion for 
things, especially when she’s talking about interacting with the many high 
school students who come into the library after school or when she’s talking 
about the many wonderful places she’s visited with her husband on trips and 
cruises (her favorite cities were Hong Kong and Paris and her favorite 
country was Egypt). She knows what the students like to read and she always 
manages to have a few special paperbacks set aside for them. She’s read 
many of the authors they like and that makes her interaction with them even 
more enjoyable. Kathy grew up in Kansas in a small suburb of Kansas City. 

Every Saturday the family would “go into town” and while her parents shopped for groceries and other 
items, Kathy would spend time at piano lessons, the library and sometimes the movie house. You know 
how grandparents regale us with stories about how many miles they had to walk through snow, sleet and 
rain to get to school? Well, Kathy actually did that! Two miles each way in a rural area, sometimes cutting 
through woods. But, as she says, she always felt safe and secure. She moved to Lakewood when she was 
16 and after high school, while attending night classes at Cerritos College, she began working full time. 
When the company moved near Dodger Stadium, the drive got to be too much, and in looking for other 
employment, she found a wonderful job working at our Downey Library as secretary to the City Librarian, 
Vickie Jenkins. Soon she was promoted to executive secretary, working for Jim Jarrett, Downey’s 
Director of Community Services. She always knew that when she retired she would volunteer at the 
library. Besides her 2-hour weekly shift in the Friends store, she also served on our Friends Board. Kathy 
is getting ready for another trip, this time to Maui. Aloha, Kathy!  
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Meet Our Volunteers 

    Destiny may be our youngest volunteer. She exudes an enthusiasm and 
excitement for…just about everything! Take snow, for instance. Her 
family camped during the summers and often stayed at Mountain Lake 
Resorts during the winter. You cannot help but smile as her eyes light up 
while talking about the fun she had in the snow! Destiny grew up in Santa 
Fe Springs, one of four children, and has been attending Pasadena City 
College. She hopes to pursue a career in medical science as she feels it 
holds opportunities for women and she is committed to doing something 
that ultimately helps people. Her older brother and sister are in college and 
she feels that this is the least she can do for her parents who have worked 
so hard and done so much to see their children go on with their educations. 
Art history lights up her eyes, too, and she looks forward to visiting the 

new Broad Museum and the Getty. In high school she was in the Art Club, the Earth Club, worked on the 
Yearbook, and, with her friends, made blankets for hospitalized children. It’s no surprise then that she is 
doing volunteer work and going to school. Growing up there were always books around and she says she 
must have read every Judy Blume book there was. Elementary school holds fond memories of great 
teachers, wonderful friends, and hours lost in reading. She is a delightful young woman and visiting with 
her cannot help but refresh your faith in the future! 

    Teresa was born and raised in Bakersfield, a town that was hot and 
surrounded by farms. Her Dad ran a gas station in town, but with not much 
to do there, the library became a big attraction. Her mother was a big reader 
and Teresa spent most of her Saturdays in the library so it is no surprise that 
she is an avid reader today, particularly enjoying mysteries and science-
fiction. Teresa put herself through college, attending CSU Bakersfield and 
UCI where she received a degree in Social Ecology. At UCI she met her 
future husband and together they spent the summer after graduation touring 
Europe, where they camped and got around on the trains. As they are both 
lovers of world class art, they enjoyed visiting Europe’s many museums. 

Their daughter has a Master’s Degree in English and teaches Creative Writing at a charter middle school 
in Los Angeles; their son attended Cal Poly Pomona where he received a degree in Electrical Engineering 
and now works for a tech company. Her daughter-in-law graduated from UCI and is in a master’s 
program. Teresa spent some time working as a social worker and then in management at Home Savings 
and Loan. She retired from Raytheon where she worked as Finance Manager. She has been volunteering 
in our bookstore for three years now, but she and her husband will be moving in a few months to southern 
Oregon where they have some property and relatives nearby. Her husband loves the outdoors and they are 
both looking forward to living more closely with nature. You will be missed, Teresa, but we wish you and 
your husband a happy life in your new home! 
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Book Store News 

     Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at the 
Knights of Columbus (the southwest corner of 
Rives/Firestone) from 7:00-10:00 p.m. The Knights 
give the Friends 15% of the $15 it costs for your 
Bingo pack. Since you must have a flyer to 
participate, our newsletter includes them for the next 
two months. Bring some friends and be sure to copy 
the flyer for them as credit is given for only one 

person per flyer. Come and have fun and help the Friends at the same time. 
See you there on Tuesday, October13th and November 10th. 

1

    Silent Auction news:  Don’t 
forget that the Silent Auction ends 
at noon on December 12!  Lovely 
possible gifts are yours for the 
bidding, including a gorgeous copy 
of Audubon’s Birds of America and 
several classic Beatles albums:  
“Rubber Soul,” “Yellow 
Submarine,” “The White Album” 
and more! Come on in and get your 
bids in! 
    We have suffered some sad 
losses among our 
volunteer ranks this year 
and it is with a sense of 
melancholy and sadness 
that I must report the 
recent passing of Lois 
Wilson, a long-time 
volunteer who often worked on 
Mondays.  We will so miss her 
witty charm and her cheerful 
smiles. 
    The holiday season upon us is a 
time of joy, but also a time of 
reflection; a time to look back and 
to remember and a time to ponder 
our interconnectedness.  Our small 
bookstore is woven into the life of 
the library, just as the library is 
essential to the life of our town, 
and each and every one of our 

2

volunteers makes these living, 
breathing connections possible. 
    Both our losses and our 
connections bring to my mind 
fragments of John Donne’s 
beautiful mediation XVII:  “No 
man is an island, entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main…. 
Any man’s death diminishes me, 
because I am involved in 
mankind… 

    Perhaps this is a reminder 
to us all at this holiday time of 
the value of slowing down, of 
reaching out, of coming 
together, of caring for self and 
others.  Turning to another 
classic text, Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol, let’s consider the 
words of the reformed Scrooge:  "I 
will honour Christmas in my heart, 
and try to keep it all the year. I will 
live in the Past, the Present, and the 
Future. The Spirits of all Three 
shall strive within me. I will not 
shut out the lessons that they 
teach!" 
    To all of you, a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year,  Happy  
Hanukkah and wonderful wishes 
for Kwanzaa… 

Attention Fellow Book 
Lovers 
 
Bring your lunch and join a 
lively discussion of the 
best in current fiction, 
literacy classics, 
biography, and popular 
nonfiction. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. The following 
books have been chosen 
for discussion.  

 

November/December 
Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 12, 2015 
Jungle Book 

By Rudyard Kipling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 10, 2015 
Year of Living Biblically 

By AJ Jacobs 

Bingo Continues! 
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FRIENDS OF THE DOWNEY CITY LIBRARY 
P.O.BOX 7015 
DOWNEY, CA 90241 

   The Friends of the Downey City Library 
 
 
 

The Friends of the Downey City Library was organized in 1959 and incorporated in 1985 as a 501(C)(3) 
charitable non-profit organization. The Friends members support and promote library services in the 
community. We raise funds through membership, donations, fundraising activities and operating The Friends 
Book Store located inside the Downey City Library. An individual membership is $10.00 per year and is tax 
deductible. We also have family, business, and lifetime memberships as well. All proceeds benefit the Downey 
City Library to support programs, events, equipment, and library materials including: 

Benefits include: 
• Subscription to Friends Newsletter – Published bi-monthly 
• 10% Discount on purchases over $10.00 in the Friends Book Store 
• Advance notice of upcoming events 
• New member acknowledgement in friends Newsletter 

!!------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  Membership Application 
Please Circle One:                                                                   Membership Year:_____________  
Student …………….........$5.00 Please Check One:  
Individual ……...…..........$10.00 New Member  
Family …...……………...$25.00 Renewal  
Business/Organization ….$75.00 Donation  
Life Membership …..........$500.00 I Would Like to Help  
Enclosed is:   
My membership in the amount of $___________ My donation in the amount of $___________ 
NAME (please print) 
 
ADDRESS  
 
E-MAIL: 
 
CITY 
 

ZIP PHONE # 

Your membership fee alone says you support the Downey City Library! 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Membership Chair Use Only 

Paid with:       Cash    or     Check    (Circle One)                  DATE:______________ 
Received Membership Card:   Yes or No   (Circle One)         INITIAL:____________ 




