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2 2 n d  A n n u a l  M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e  

 

 
 

22nd Annual Membership Drive 
February 1, 2016 - February 29, 2016 

 

Anyone who purchases or renews a Fr iends’ 
membership wi l l  be entered in a drawing to win one 

of the following prizes: 
 

Fr iends Tote Bag 
Embassy Suites-Downey 

(One Night Stay)  
 

The  drawing wi l l  be he ld on Feb.  29,  2015 @ 10am.  
The  winners need not  be present to win   

and wi l l  be contacted by phone.  

 

Renewing is easy just return this card with your membership payment or 
donation the next time you stop at the library. 

 

NAME: ________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 
 

CITY: ____________   ZIP: ____________   PHONE #: _________________ 
 

E-MAIL: ____________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my membership in the amount of $____________ 
My donation in the amount of $______________ 

 

Student ……………………… $5.00 You can mail your membership contribution to: 
Individual …………………… $10.00  Friends of the Downey City Library  
Family ………………………. $25.00  Attention: Membership 
Business/ Organization ……… $75.00  P.O. Box 7015 
Life Membership ……………. $500.00  Downey, CA 90241 

 

Thank you for your support! 
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Recent Generous Donations 

1

    We would like to thank the 
following Friends for their 
generous donations to the 
Friends and/or Downey 
City Library, received 
since our last newsletter.  
    They include all donations 
received with membership 
renewals and donations in 
memory of special friends. 
    As is our policy, we 
acknowledge all donations of 
$25.00 or more in our 
Friends newsletter. 

1

Happy New Year Friends ! 
 
    Our Friends of the Downey 
City Library Annual 
Membership Drive will run 
from Monday, February 1, 
2016 to Monday, February 29, 
2016.  We have made a slight 
change to our renewal process, 
instead of our Membership 
Table, we will mail renewal 
postcards, expect yours soon.  

2

     

In memory of Lois T. Wilson  
From her children 

Terry 
Scott  

and Marion  
 

Other generous donations: 
 

Vicki Spearman donated a 
portion of her commission for 

the sale of a Friend’s 
house.  

 

    Donations of any size 
are greatly appreciated. 

3

Please contact library 
administration @ 562- 904-7365 
for more information about 
donating either a monetary 
donation and/or books on a 
specific subject, possibly one that 
was of particular interest to the 
person honored or memorialized. 
A bookplate with their name will 

be included. Both names will 
be included in a future 
newsletter.  

Thank you 
Eunice Hammond 

Membership News 

2

    We will hold a drawing for a 
chance to win a Friends Tote 
Bag or one night at the 
fabulous Embassy Suites Hotel 
– Downey. Every person who 
has already renewed and those 
who renew during the 
membership drive will be 
entered in the drawing. The 
winning names will be called 
at 10:00 AM on the 29th.   
Winners do not have to be 

3

present to win.  You can stop 
in at the Friends Book Store 
and renew your membership 
with one of our volunteers for 
your chance to win.  You can 
also mail in your payment with 
renewal form attached on the 
front page of this newsletter. 

 
Vivian Abrego 

Membership Chair  
 

Your 2015 Donation 
In 2015, your donations allowed the Friends of the Downey City library to donate 
a total of $29,803.80 to the Downey Library. This helped fund:  

           Adult Programing    National Library Week 
           Teen Programing   Story Time 
           Book Club    Kids Day  

Summer Reading Program for adults, teens, and kids. 
We would like to thank you for all of your help and support.  

Lets make 2016 another great year. 
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Downey Landing’s  
Chili’s 

Fundraiser 

1

    Thank you to everyone who 
came out to support our 
fundraiser at The Elephant Bar in 
November. We had a good 
turnout! Our bi-monthly 
restaurant fundraisers continue in 
January, this time at Chili’s in the 
Downey Landing.  If you haven’t 
eaten there you can check out 
their menu online, but suffice it to 
say they 
have a wide 
selection of 
food ranging 
from salads 
to 
sandwiches 
to full meals. 
They 
advertise 
their 
restaurant as a “family-friendly 
chain serving classic Tex-Mex 
and American fare in a Southwest 
style setting.” Our date is 
Wednesday, January 20th. You 
can come in any time of the day 
and also order take-out. If you’re 
by yourself, know that a number 
of us are usually at the restaurants 
around 5:00. Come in, ask where 

2

the Friends are sitting, and come 
join us! If you missed our 
previous fundraisers, join us for 
this one. Carpooling for those 
members who don’t like to drive 
at night can be arranged by 
calling 562-928-4327. You must 
bring the flyer that is included in 
this newsletter for the Friends to 
benefit from your purchase. You 

may copy it to 
share with 
family and 
friends. Copies 
are also 
available in the 
Friends store 
inside the 
library. The 
restaurant will 
donate 15% to 

the Friends.  Looking ahead, in 
March we will hold our restaurant 
fundraiser at BJ’s in the 
Stonewood Mall. More on that in 
our next newsletter… and don’t 
forget to tell the folks at Chili’s 
that you appreciate their support 
of the Friends and our city 
library! 

Nancy Krusbe 

 
 
 

Below is a preview of 
the January Silent 

Auction items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make sure to stop at 
the Friends’ store to bid 

on your favorites. 

	  

 

"Have you been to the library lately? It's more than just a place to grab a 
book--and these days, it's more popular than ever." 

Jenniffer Weigel 
Television Personality, Author and Performer  
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Friends of the Downey City Library 
 

January Fundraiser 
 
 
 
 
 

Downey Landing’s  

Chili’s Grill & Bar 
Wednesday January 20th, 2016  

All Day Event 
To participate present this flyer when you dine in or pick up your take out order 

on the date shown above. 

    
 

Your Name                                                     # in your Party 
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Thank You! 

Resume Workshop 
Looking for a job? Need to build a resume? 

    The Downey City Library is now featuring a resume workshop. Join us 
and learn the format of basic resume etiquette. Get tips to build a strong and 
effective resume. Gain insight to what professionals are looking for when 
hiring. Walk into your next interview with the confidence of knowing you 
are presenting a strong resume to your future employer.  

Workshop details 
Ages: Adults 

Date: Wed. April 6th and Wed. April 20th 
Day: 10:30-11:45am 

Offered free of charge 

1

    Thank you to all of you who 
helped make our Fall Festival a 
success! This includes those of 
you who donated merchandise, or 
provided baked treats from your 
kitchen, and the hours of time 
given by our Friends volunteers.  
    I want to thank Café Opa, 
Doggie Land Grooming, Wing 
Stop, Dunkin Donuts, and the 
New Lazy Dog restaurant. These 
businesses made our raffle a 
success. Our thanks also go out to 
the Embassy Suites for their 
donation of a free one-night stay, 
to be raffled off at a future event.  
    These volunteers made the 

2

setup of the Cormack Room from 
meeting room to autumn festival 
a possibility, Teresa Schwerdt, 
Rita Laskey, Arlene 
McArthur, Veronica Russell, 
Susan Bouris, Eunice Hammond, 
and Vicki Spearman. You may 
have noticed, some of our Friends 
members pitch it quite frequently. 
THANK YOU. My apologies to 
anyone I left out of my thank you.      
    Lastly, thanks to all of you 
who were able to join us in 
shopping.    

Alison Stafford 
Director of Fundraising 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

January 2016 
Schedule of Classes 
Provided Free of Charge 

 

How to Set-up an Email 
Wed. Jan. 27th  

 

Beginning  
Microsoft Word 
Wed. Feb. 17th   

 

Beginning Google 
Wed. Feb. 24th  

 

How to navigate Facebook 
Wed. Mar. 2nd 

 

Above classes are scheduled 
from 10:15-11:45am 

 

Location:  
Downey Library Computer Lab 

     
    These classes are intended for 
adults and are one day only. 
They fill up quickly so be sure to 
stop by the Library’s Adult 
Information Desk or call (562) 
904-7360 ext. 132 to register. 
Additional information can be 
obtained at the Adult 
Information Desk.  

Adult Literacy 
Tutor Training 

Schedule 
 

Date        Day       Time 
Jan 21    Thu     9am-12pm 
Jan 28     Thu     9am-12pm 
Feb 4      Thu     9am-12pm 
 
Please note: Tutors must be 
18 or older. Also, there is 
no fee associated with 
training.  

                          Continues! 
    Join us on the second Tuesday of every month at the Knights of 
Columbus (the southwest corner of Rives/Firestone) from 7:00-10:00 
p.m. The Knights give the Friends 25% of the $15 it costs for your Bingo 
pack. Since you must have a flyer to participate, our newsletter includes 
them for the next two months. Bring some friends and be sure to copy 
the flyer for them as credit is given for only one person per flyer. Come 
and have fun and help the Friends at the same time. See you there on 
Tuesday, January 12th and February 9th. 

Nancy Krusbe  
Director of Publicity 



	  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 1 
New Years 

Day 
*** 

Library 
Closed 

 

2 
Silent 

Auction 
Begins 

*** 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 

3 
 
 

Library 
Closed 

 

4 
 
 

5 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

6 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

7 
 
 

 

8 9 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 

9:15 
 

10 
 
 

Library 
Closed 

11 
 

Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 
 

12 
BINGO 
NIGHT 

*** 
Preschool 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

13 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

14 
 

Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

15 16 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 

9:15 

17 
 
 

Library 
Closed 

18 
 

Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

19 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

20 
Chili’s 

Fundraiser 
*** 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

21 
 
Tutor Training 

Session 1 
9:00a-12:00p 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 

 

24 
 
Library 
Closed 
      
 

Library 
Closed     

  31 

25 
 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

How to set-up 
E-mail 

10:15am 

28 
 
Tutor Training 

Session 2 
9:00a-12:00p 

 

29 30 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 
*** 

Silent 
Auction 
Closes at 

noon 
	  

January 2016 
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	  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

Silent Auction 
Begins 

*** 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

2 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

3 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Basic Internet 

10:15am 

4 
 
Tutor Training 

Session 3 
9:00a-12:00p 

 
 

5 6 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 

7 
 

Library 
Closed 

8 
 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

 

9 
BINGO 
NIGHT 

*** 
Preschool 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

10 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 
Computers 
@10:15am 

11 
 
Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

 
 

12 
 

13 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 9:15 

 

14 
Library 
Closed 

15 
 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

 
 

16 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

17 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 

Word  
10:15am 

18 
 

 

19 
 

20 
 

Baby Story 
Time @ 9:15 

 

21 
 

Library 
Closed 

22 
 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 
 

23 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

24 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 

Google 
10:15am 

25 
 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

Silent 
Auction 
Closes at 

noon 
 

28 
 

Library 
Closed 

29 
 
Adult English 
Com. Class 

10:30a-11:45a 
 

     

	  

February 2016 
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Meet Our Volunteers 
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    Mary was born and raised in Mexicali and came to the United States with 
her mother when she was sixteen. Although an only child, she was part of a 
very large extended family, which included many cousins. Outside of school, 
activities included playing in the parks, going to the movies and attending 
events at church. Christmas holds fond memories of family together, as it 
does for most people. It was a time for making tamales and for the children 
to make buñelos – deep fried flour tortillas sprinkled with sugar and 
cinnamon, similar to churros. Most of her family were merchants and when 
she and her mother came to the U.S. her mother was able to buy property. 

She remembers that her family instilled in her and all the cousins that success came from working hard. It 
is something she then imparted to her two sons, of whom she is very proud. One son graduated from 
Columbia Law School and is a lawyer and the other graduated from CSULB and has a position in a 
teachers’ union here in Southern California. Mary has worked at Desmond’s and Bullocks as a sales 
auditor and just last year, she and her husband sold the jewelry store they had in South Gate. She has 
lived in Downey for 30 years now and, like so many of our bookstore volunteers, enjoys visiting and 
helping those who come in to browse our books, magazines and greeting cards. 

    Bettie grew up in Antioch in the San Francisco Bay area and had one of 
those remarkable childhood experiences, attending a 6-room elementary 
school and then high school with all the kids she was with in kindergarten. 
She spent time in the city library, which was divided into two sections, the 
adult and the children’s sections. The wrath of librarians came down upon 
you if you were caught in the adult section! She was active in Job’s 
daughters and in GAA in high school. (Girls Athletic Association-girls’ 
sports were not competitive back then) and shares how much fun the girls 
had being in charge of the timing and other data at the boys’ swim meets. 
She ultimately moved to Southern California, attended Cerritos 

Community College and went on to work as the manager of a dental office in South Gate. Bettie found her 
calling when her next job was at our local YMCA. She really multi-tasked there, teaching water aquatics, 
showing members how to use the various machines and handling the accounts in the back office. She 
loves photography and wants to get back to taking more classes and doing more of her own picture taking. 
One of the highlights of her life was attending a lecture given by Ansel Adams. She pointed out that many 
people do not know that he was also a composer and she remembers his music playing in the background 
at his speaking event. We are fortunate to have such a capable person as one of our volunteers! 
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Meet Our Volunteers 

    Renate was an only child, born during World War II in 
Zweibruecken, Germany, a small city near the French border where she 
grew up in the aftermath of the war. It speaks to the resiliency of 
children that although much of the city was destroyed, she and the 
neighbor kids still had fun playing together after school - riding bikes, 
playing hopscotch and generally creating their own adventures. Most of 
the city’s residents struggled financially after the war and very few 
were able to send their children to university. At the age of fourteen 
Renate started work in the mailroom of an advertising firm, eventually 
moving into clerical work. In the mid-60’s she married a U.S. soldier 
stationed there and they moved to the United States, buying a home in 

Lynwood. She was always a big reader and enjoys reading even more now that she is retired. Novels of 
suspense and criminal law are her favorites as are authors James Patterson and Sue Grafton. Over the 
years Renate has made several trips back to Germany. Her eyes light up when she talks about her last trip 
in 2012, in which she took her only grandchild. She feels that may have been her last trip back and is so 
pleased that she was able to share it with her granddaughter. They spent seven weeks visiting relatives 
and other parts of Germany and building memories for both of them! 

Rita was born and raised in East LA, the only girl in a family with six 
children. Her fondest memories are of the fun she had playing after 
school with all the kids in the neighborhood: riding bikes, playing 
baseball in the open fields, sliding down hills on cardboard. With five 
brothers, sports were part of her growing up. She did some snow skiing, 
won a trophy playing volleyball through the parks, learned to play chess 
and cherishes her memories of playing rummy with her mother. As she 
recalls, “there was always fun!” Rita graduated from Garfield High, went 
on to train as a grocery clerk checker and was hired immediately by what 
was then Safeway. It became Von’s and she worked for them thirty-one 
years before retiring. Afterwards she did some part-time work at 

Disneyland working as a cashier at the Emporium on Main Street. She loved it, but eventually it became 
too demanding, grandchildren came along, and she quit to help care for them. She has five grandchildren 
and now helps care for twin granddaughters who are only eighteen months old. With the older ones she 
passes along her family’s love of games and knows she is building fond memories for them. Rita has 
always enjoyed going to the library and remembers that even as a child she was captivated with history 
and the famous people in it. She loved visiting our bookstore and, with her “cashier” experience, was 
eager to become a volunteer. Like several of our volunteers, she also did volunteer work at our local 
hospital when it was Downey Community.  
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Around the Corner 
Book Store News 

1

    The turn of the year always 
makes me think about anniversaries 
and the way that time passes so 
quickly.  Now that it is 2016, let’s 
take a moment to look back at 

some significant 
moments from the 
literary past.  Two 
hundred years ago, in 
1816, Coleridge’s 
“Kubla Khan” was 

published.   In 1916, James Joyce 
published A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man, Kafka’s 
“Metamorphosis” appeared and—
on the much lighter side—so did 
Booth Tarkington’s novel 
Seventeen.  It has been sixty years 
since 1956 saw the premiere of 
Eugene O’Neill’s play Long Day’s 
Journey into Night and the 
appearance of Philip K. Dick’s 
Minority Report (which has proved 
so prescient that it has had a whole 
new life recently as both a film and 
a TV show).  And really, how is it 
possible that it has been twenty 
years since Helen Fielding’s 
Bridget Jones’ Diary was 
published in 1996? 
    Looking back just to 2015, I’m 
delighted to announce that the 
Friends donated $29,803.80 to the 
library this year. Huge thanks go 
out to everyone from our store 
volunteers to our patrons who 
purchase books, cards and candy 
and who make it possible for us to 

offer such strong 
support to our beloved 

library. 
    And now, we have 

a lot to look forward to 

2

in 2016.  In January there will be 
two library fundraisers.  On 
January 12, we will 
be at the Knights of 
Columbus Bingo.   
On January 20, if 
you eat at Chili’s 
and mention the library, Chili’s 
will make a donation to the 
Friends.  More information on 
these events can be found 
elsewhere in the newsletter!         
   And February has plenty of fun 
as well!  Of course there’s 
Groundhog Day, Feb 2.  Be sure to 
watch the news:  if he sees his 
shadow, you’ll want to pop into the 
Friends bookstore to stock up on 
reading material for the longer 

winter! Valentine’s Day is 
Feb 14 and we will have a 
great selection of cards and 

books for that special 
someone. 
    Also, be sure to renew your 
Friends’ membership during our 
February membership drive.  
     
 
 
 
 
    Finally, a big bouquet of thanks 
to Sue Klein for all that work it 
takes to keep up our magazine 
selections in the store, to Norma 
Jean Horan for keeping our card 
selection in such good order and to 
Carol Woods for her gorgeous 
artwork on our paper bags. 

 
Colette Stallcup 

Bookstore Director 

Attention Fellow Book 
Lovers 
 
Bring your lunch and join a 
lively discussion of the 
best in current fiction, 
literacy classics, 
biography, and popular 
nonfiction. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. The following 
books have been chosen 
for discussion.  

 

January/February 
 Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 14, 2016 
The Fault in Our Stars 

By John Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 11, 2016 

1776 
By David McCullough 
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FRIENDS OF THE DOWNEY CITY LIBRARY 
P.O.BOX 7015 
DOWNEY, CA 90241 

   The Friends of the Downey City Library 
 
 
 

The Friends of the Downey City Library was organized in 1959 and incorporated in 1985 as a 501(C)(3) 
charitable non-profit organization. The Friends members support and promote library services in the 
community. We raise funds through membership, donations, fundraising activities and operating The Friends 
Book Store located inside the Downey City Library. An individual membership is $10.00 per year and is tax 
deductible. We also have family, business, and lifetime memberships as well. All proceeds benefit the Downey 
City Library to support programs, events, equipment, and library materials including: 

Benefits include: 
• Subscription to Friends Newsletter – Published bi-monthly 
• 10% Discount on purchases over $10.00 in the Friends Book Store 
• Advance notice of upcoming events 
• New member acknowledgement in friends Newsletter 

!!------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  Membership Application 
Please Circle One:                                                                   Membership Year:_____________  
Student …………….........$5.00 Please Check One:  
Individual ……...…..........$10.00 New Member  
Family …...……………...$25.00 Renewal  
Business/Organization ….$75.00 Donation  
Life Membership …..........$500.00 I Would Like to Help  
Enclosed is:   
My membership in the amount of $___________ My donation in the amount of $___________ 
NAME (please print) 
 
ADDRESS  
 
E-MAIL: 
 
CITY 
 

ZIP PHONE # 

Your membership fee alone says you support the Downey City Library! 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Membership Chair Use Only 

Paid with:       Cash    or     Check    (Circle One)                  DATE:______________ 
Received Membership Card:   Yes or No   (Circle One)         INITIAL:____________ 

Author Programs Story Time 
Book Club World Book Encyclopedia 
Kids Day LED Digital Poster 

Best Sellers National Library Week 
Summer Reading Programs Teen Programs 


