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Friends of the Downey City Library  
Present  

 
 
 
 

Five Time National Bestselling Author and  
Three-Time Pulitzer Prize Nominee 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us 
Monday, June 13th, 2016  

Location: Downey Theater  
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

    Victor Villaseñor is the author of the national bestsellers Rain of Gold, 
Thirteen Senses, and Burro Genius, as well as other critically acclaimed 
books, such as Crazy Loco Love, Wild Steps of Heaven and Macho!  He is 
also the author of five bilingual children’s books, and has written several 
screenplays, including the award-winning Ballad of Gregorio Cortez. 
    Villaseñor, a gifted and accomplished speaker, continues to live on the 
North County San Diego ranch where he grew up, and is currently writing 
the finishing touches of Revenge Of A Catholic School Boy. 
    Victor Villaseñor passionately and openly talks about his own life 
obstacles growing up feeling lost between two worlds, in a constant 
struggle to find common ground between the culture of his Mexican-
Indian-European ancestors and his family's newly adopted American 
homeland.  Villaseñor will speak on the power of language and how 
personal family histories empower us, as he talks about the strength of 
family and of women, pride in heritage, the importance of education, 
personal achievement, and world harmony. 
If you have questions please contact Arlene McArthur @ (562) 927 – 1548 



Notice of Annual Installation of Officers Meeting 
Friday June 10, 2016 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Downey City Library Cormack Room 
11121 Brookshire Ave. 

Downey, CA 90241 
 

You are invited to attend and vote on the following slate of officers that will be presented to the current 
board for the 2016-2017 year: 

President – Virginia Yoshiyama 
1st Vice President/Program Chair – Arlene McArthur 

2nd Vice President/Membership – Vivian Abrego 
Secretary – Veronica Hernandez-Arce 

Co-Treasurers – Susan Bouris & Eunice Hammond 
Newsletter Editor – Leonor Marroquin 

Fundraising Director – Open 
Bookstore Director – Colette Stallcup 

Publicity Director – Nancy Krusbe 
 

As a member of the Friends, you may self-nominate for any position, including those with current 
candidates, and may nominate another if you have obtained their permission. Nominations can be made to 
either of the two committee members listed below and can also be made from the floor at the meeting.  
 

Nominating Committee: 
Nancy Krusbe: 562-928-4327; nkrusbe@yahoo.com & Virginia Yoshiyama: 562-861-4528  

    We would like to thank the 
following Friends for their 
generous donations to the Friends 
and/or Downey City Library, 
received since our last newsletter.  
    They include all 
donations received with 
membership renewals and 
donations in memory of 
special friends. 
    As is our policy, we 
acknowledge all donations of 
$25.00 or more in our 
Friends newsletter. 
    Recent Generous Donations: 

Larry Latimer to the  
Cleo Latimer Memorial Fund 

Larry Latimer to the  

Warren Latimer Memorial Fund 
 

Donations with Membership 
Bonnie Curry 
Noreen Edge 
Susan Cardot 

 

Donations from Lifetime 
Members:  
Arthur and Josephine Ochoa 

Brenda Wade 
 

Other Donations: 
Norma Jean Horan in memory of 

Helen Taksagawa – Helen 
prepped new books for 

circulation. 
 

Alexander Lepe for  
Story Time 

 

Brenda Wade for a  
Lifetime membership 

 

    Donations of any size are 
greatly appreciated. Please contact 
library administration @ 562- 
904-7365 for more information 
about donating either a monetary 
donation and/or books on a 
specific subject, possibly one that 
was of particular interest to the 
person honored or memorialized. 
A bookplate with their name will 
be included. Both names will be 

included in a future 
newsletter.  

Thank you 
Eunice Hammond &

Susan Bouris 

Recent Generous Donat ions  



AA c a p u l c o   
Re s t a u r an t  Y  C an t i n a  

 F u n d r a i s e r 
 
 
 

Below is a sample of 
the twelve May Silent 

Auction items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make sure to stop at 

the Friends’ store to bid 
on your favorites. 

 

"Reading is a pleasure of the mind, which means that it is a little like a sport: 
your eagerness and knowledge and quickness count for something. The fun 
of reading is not that something is told to you, but that you stretch your 
mind. Your own imagination works along with the author's, or even goes 
beyond his, yields the same or different conclusions, and your ideas develop 
as you understand his." 

-Bennett Cerf (1898-1971) Publisher and Co-Founder of Random House 

    Thank you to everyone who came 
out to support our fundraiser at BJ’s 
Brewery last March. We had a great 
turnout! Restaurant fundraisers are a 
great way to contribute to the 
Friends. You come and enjoy lunch 
and/or dinner with family and 
friends, and the restaurant 
contributes a percentage of your 
purchase to our organization. Our bi-
monthly restaurant 
fundraisers 
continue in May, 
this time at 
Acapulco’s in 
Downey (9021 E. 
Firestone Blvd. 
Downey 90241).  
    If you haven’t 
eaten there, check out their menu 
online. They have a wide selection of 
food ranging from soups and salads 
to full meals. They even have 
vegetarian options like yummy 
veggie fajitas. They advertise their 
restaurant as serving dishes that 
infuse the “savory flavors of 
Mexican coastal cuisine with 
California’s freshness” Our date is 
Wednesday, May 18th. You can 
come in any time between 1:00pm 

and 8:00pm and either dine-in 
and/or carry-out.  
    If you’re by yourself, know that a 
number of us are usually at the 
restaurants around 5:00pm. Come in, 
ask where the Friends are sitting, and 
come join us! If you missed our 
previous fundraisers, join us for this 
one. Carpooling for those members 
who don’t like to drive at night can 

be arranged by 
calling 562-928-
4327.  
    You must bring 
the flyer that is 
included in this 
newsletter for the 
Friends to benefit 
from your 

purchase. You may copy it to share 
with family and friends. Copies are 
also available in the Friends store 
inside the library. Acapulco will be 
donating 20% of total food sales to 
the Friends. Don’t forget to tell the 
folks at Acapulco that you appreciate 
their support of the Friends of the 
Downey City Library.  

 
See you there! 





Com ing  Soon  in  the  Ma i l…  
Our  Non-Event  Inv i t a t i on !  

Soc i a l  Secur i ty  Serv ices  
Saturday May 21st, 2016 10:30-11:30am 

Location: Downey City Library, Cormack Room 
Event provided free of charge 

 

Social Security reaches almost every family, and at some point, touches the 
lives of nearly all Americans. Essie Landry the Social 
Security Public Affairs Specialist for the TRI Counties 
Area will give an Understanding the Benefits 
presentation, which will cover all of Social Security 
programs and Medicare. In addition, she will answer 
any questions you have about the various programs.  

    If you’re not familiar with 
“non-event” invitations, these are 
invitations to dinners, concerts, 
etc. that don’t really occur. It is 
not uncommon for non-
profit organizations to use 
these as a unique way to 
ask for financial support. 
The idea is that you don’t 
have to get out of your house 
and attend some event that 
you really might not want to 
if it weren’t given by an 
organization you support. 
We will be asking you to 
be part of our “Please, don’t 
come” event in July by RSVPing 
with a donation.  
    In 2015, thanks to your 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 

2016 Schedule of Classes 
Provided Free of Charge 

 

Beginning Computers 
Wed. Jun 8th/ July 27th 

10:15-11:45am  
 

Beginning Google 
Wed. Jun 15th  

10:15-11:45am 
Beginning Microsoft Word 

Wed. Jun 22nd 
10:15-11:45am  

 

Basic Internet 
Wed. Jun 29th  
10:15-11:45am 

Location:  
Downey Library Computer Lab 

Classes listed above are held 
free of charge.     

   These classes are intended for 
adults and are one day only. 
They fill up quickly so be sure to 
stop by the Library’s Adult 
Information Desk or call (562) 
904-7360 ext. 132 to register. 
Additional information can be 
obtained at the Adult 
Information Desk.  

Adult Literacy 
Tutor Training 

Schedule 
 

Date        Day       Time 
May 23   Thu     9am-12pm 
May 26   Thu     9am-12pm 
Jun 2       Thu     9am-12pm 
 
Please note: Tutors must be 
18 or older. Also, there is 
no fee associated with 
training.  

Magaz ine Drop-Of f  
Do you feel bad about throwing out that stack of magazines sitting on 
your coffee table? Well, the Friends of the Downey City Library have a 
solution. Donate, donate, donate. Just drop off your magazines in the 
Friends store on your next library visit. You can replace that bad feeling 
with a good one knowing that your donation helps support the Friends 
Store and by extension Downey Library.  

Thank you in advance for your donation. 

generosity, we were able to 
contribute $29,803.80 to library 
and reading activities including 

National Library Week, Kid’s 
Day, Pre-School Bilingual 
Story Time, the Summer 
Reading Programs and 
Teen Programs to name a 
few.  With an average 

membership of 200 and 
individual dues of $10, you can 

see that we rely on your 
donations to help support our 
library. Remember, your 

donations are tax deductible. 
As always, we are grateful for all 
you have shared with us this past 
year.  Your support has made a 
difference in our community. 

It is
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 

Silent Auction 
Begins 

*** 
Adult Com. 

Class 
@10:30am 

3 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

4 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

5 6 7 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 

8 
 
Mother’s Day 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

9 
 

Adult Com. 
Class 

@10:30am 

10 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

11 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

12 
 
Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 

15 
 

Library 
Closed 

16 
 

Adult Com. 
Class 

@10:30am 

17 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

18 
Acapulcos 
Fundraiser 

*** 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

 

19 20 21 
Baby Story 

Time @ 
9:15 
*** 

Social 
Security 
Services 

22 
 

Library 
Closed 

23 
Adult Com. 

Class 
@10:30am 

*** 
Meet Kelly 

Gallagher @ 
6:30pm 

24 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

25 
 

Bilingual 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 
 

26 27 28 
 

Library 
Closed 

29 
 

Library 
Closed 

30 
 

Memorial Day 
*** 

Library 
Closed 

31 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

    

May 2016 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

2 3 4 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 

5 
 

Library 
Closed 

6 7 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

8 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 
Computers 
@10:15am 

9 
 

Book Lover’s 
Club Booked 

for Lunch 
12:00 noon 

 

10 
FODCL 

Meeting @ 
10:00am 

*** 
Foreign Film 

Series @ 
3:00pm 

11 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 

12 
 

Library 
Closed 

13 
Mad Science 

Workshop 
@ 1:30pm 

*** 
Victor 

Villaseñor  
@ 6:30pm 

14 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

15 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 
Google @ 
10:15am 

16 17 18 
 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 

19 
 
Father’s Day 

*** 
Library 
Closed 

20 
 
Naathan Phan 
Magic Show 
@ 2:30pm 

21 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

22 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Beginning 
Microsoft 

Word  
@ 10:15am 

23 24 
 
Foreign Film 

Series  
@ 3:00pm 

25 
Baby Story 

Time @ 9:15 
*** 

Silent Auction 
Closes 

*** 
Word Search 

Raffle 
Drawing 

26 
 

Library 
Closed 

27 
 

Imagination 
Workshop 
@1:30pm 

28 
 

Preschool 
Story Time 

10:30-11:00a 

29 
Bilingual 

Story Time 
10:30-11:00a 

*** 
Basic Internet 
@ 10:15am 

30   

June 2016  

@



Meet  Our  Vo lun teer s  

    Joe is one of our newer and younger volunteers. He is hoping to one-day 
work as a library assistant and sees his volunteer work as a way to get to know 
the staff and the library’s patrons. He grew up in Huntington Park, one of four 
children, and must have wonderful parents, as he is a delight to talk to. He 
remembers his dad taking the kids to the Salt Lake Park playground and 
spending many hours there in his company. Mom’s best treat (according to 
Joe) was to take him to Sears downtown on Soto and let him go to the 

basement to get any candy he wanted! His neighborhood was full of other children and they all seemed to 
have a lot of fun playing hide-and-seek up and down the street. The library was located right next door to 
his elementary and middle schools and he has fond memories of the many programs offered there for 
children. English was his favorite class in school and he always enjoyed it when his teachers would read 
stories to the class. Joe spent a year at Cerritos College and then began working at banks. He found it 
most interesting working for American Express doing the exchanges for foreign money and having to 
check the rates every day. He enjoys reading science fiction and was reading one in the Star Wars series 
the day of this interview. He also says that reading self-help books, particularly about how to get ahead in 
business, has taught him a lot about developing self-confidence and how important self-motivation is. 
Again, another of our young volunteers whose being gives us reassurance in the future! 

 Eunice has been on the Friends Board for years, serving as treasurer and 
president and has been mentoring another member in the treasurer position. 
Her long time of service has made her the “go-to” person when questions arise. 
She knew former president Cleo Latimer through AAUW, played bridge with 
her, and agreed to serve on the board as treasurer when the position came open. 
She is also a volunteer in our bookstore. She grew up in a house of readers and 
today enjoys reading “soft” mysteries like The Ladies Number One Detective 
Agency series, biographies of the presidents and Jane Austen. Eunice grew up 

in Farmington, Maine, on a farm with her three sisters. She attended a one-room schoolhouse with 10-20 
students until she went to high school in Farmington, which, as she says, was a big shock! The kids 
walked to school and if the snow was too deep they rode in the sleigh. She is the oldest and remembers 
that they all liked to “play school” and that the two older ones enjoyed telling the younger ones what to 
do! Not much has changed in the play of children! They raised cows and chickens, had a large vegetable 
garden and mom did a lot of canning. The girls raised string beans and sold them for 5 cents a bag and had 
to be sure the chickens were fed, the eggs collected and that the chickens were all back in their coops at 
night. Her dad was thrilled when they got electricity, as he didn’t have to milk the cows by hand anymore. 
Plumbing was a pump in the sink and outhouses, and it gets cold in Maine! Her dad had been a student at 
Middlebury College but dropped out to join the Navy in WWI. Eunice always knew she was going to 
college and graduated from the University of Maine with a degree in Business Administration. As she 
says, “wanderlust” brought her and some friends to California in the late 50’s and here she remains. How 
fortunate we are to have her wisdom and experience! 



Wow! Who’s in charge of this? 
 
    That would be our very able Board member, Colette Stallcup, who has been managing the back room 
for many years.  At times she comes in to see as many as 30 boxes of donated books, magazines, CDs, 
and DVDs which must be dusted off and prepared for placement in our used book store. She will collect 
certain types until we have enough to have a special sale like our recent sale of Civil War books. We’ve 
had special sales for cooking books, craft books, holiday books, … 
    Sue Kline, another of our long serving volunteers, helps Colette by managing the magazines that are 
donated. Another very dusty job done with the care that comes from devotion to our library. Have you 
priced magazines lately? Ours may even be current issues or last month’s and are priced from 25 – 50 
cents. Thanks to the donations of members and library patrons we have a great selection from National 
Geographic to People to Good Housekeeping but we do run short on some. Right now if you’ve got some 
AARP or Westways copies lying around, bring them in on your next visit.  
    The Friends’ store has shelves for mysteries, biographies, science fiction, romance, history and many 
other categories. Most paperbacks sell for 50 cents and most hardbacks range from $1.00-$2.00. We also 
have a big selection of greeting cards, which sell for $1.00-$1.50, and with Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day coming up you might want to visit and see what we have before paying those high retail prices. We 
can also satisfy your sweet tooth with Helen Grace candy or maybe a Tootsie Pop! Odds and ends for sale 
include pens, pencils, rulers, stylus pens for your tablet or smart phone, and ear buds so you never have to 
be without your favorite tunes.  
    Thanks to the wonderful job Colette and Sue and their helpers do, our book store is our biggest source 
of income bringing in about $25,000 a year. Yes! Wow! And it’s needed considering we donate nearly 
$35,000 a year to the library for various programs. So, if you’re reading this and haven’t as yet sent in 
your $10 membership dues for the year, please consider doing that soon. It is truly only because of our 
wonderful volunteers like Colette and Sue that we are able to help our library be a source of pride in our 
community. 

The Friends’ Back Room 



Book Store News 
    Moms, Dads, Veterans and 
Grads… May and June are the 
months to celebrate a delightfully 
diverse set of VIPs! Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, Memorial Day, and 
the hundreds of commencement 
ceremonies that launch fledging 
graduates into the wide world—all 
lovely reasons for a party, a card, 
gifts, a note of thanks and 
appreciation.  (And if you are 
looking for a card and a gift for that 
special someone, 
there’s nothing 
like the Friends 
Bookstore!) 
    The library 
also has some 
big events 
planned for June.  
First, the Friends 
are happy to 
welcome 
acclaimed author Victor Villaseñor, 
best known for his best-selling novel 
Rain of Gold.  He has also written 
dozens of short stories and numerous 
memoirs and novels.  He will give a 
talk on June 13 at the Downey 
Theater from 6:30 to 8:30pm. The 
event is free and the entire 
community is welcome. 
    June, of course, is also the time 
for the kickoff of the library’s annual 
summer reading program, “Book 
Your Summer,” with programs for 
families, teens, and adults.  All 

members of our community are 
welcome! 
    Among the exciting events for this 
year’s summer reading program:  the 
Downey Theater will once again 
host Mighty Mickey’s Magic Circus, 
Mad Science Fire and Ice Show, 
Naathan Phan Magic Show and 
Music with Sara.  There will also be 
programs in the Cormack room this 
summer and the mini comic-con will 
be returning on July 30th.     

    As always the 
Friends 
Bookstore will be 
supporting the 
summer reading 
program in every 
way we can.  
Keep an eye out 
for our tables 
with books for all 
the programs. 

    Our bookstore is happy to have 
two new volunteers.  Lori Morales 
and Mercedes Chavarria will be 
helping in the back, cleaning books, 
pricing them and then putting them 
in the store.    
 

Have a happy and fun reading 
summer! 

 
Colette Stallcup 

Book Store Director 

Attention Fellow Book 
Lovers 
 
Bring your lunch and join a 
lively discussion of the 
best in current fiction, 
literacy classics, 
biography, and popular 
nonfiction. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. The following 
books have been chosen 
for discussion.  

 

May/June 
 Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 12, 2016 
The Crossing 

By Michael Connelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 9, 2016 

West of Eden: An 
American Place 
By Jean Stein 

    Teresa Schwerdt, one of our valued bookstore 
volunteers, recently let us know she and her husband 
(seen here) would be moving to southern Oregon. We 
were hoping she would miraculously change her mind 
about leaving us but unfortunately she did not. So, even 
though we will miss her terribly, we send with her our 

best wishes for a happy life in her new home.  
Teresa, don’t forget to visit us next time you’re in town! 



May-June Word Search Raf f l e   
     I hope everyone enjoyed the 
word search puzzle in our last 
issue. We offer our 
congratulations to the winner. 
If you didn’t win try your luck 
with this month’s puzzle. 
    Just complete the puzzle 
below, add your name and 

phone number, and drop off the 
completed puzzle in the Word 
Search Raffle box in the 
Friends Book Store on your 
next visit.  
     Remember your completed 
puzzle acts as a raffle ticket. A 
single winner will be drawn on 

Saturday June 25th. Like with 
our silent auction there is a 
time limit for prize pick up. 
The winner will have two 
weeks from the day of the 
drawing to pick up their prize 
before a new winner is drawn.  

Good Luck Everyone! 

ADONIS 
APHRODITE 

APOLLO 
ARES 

ARTEMIS 
ATHENA 
ATLAS 

CHARON 
CIRCE 

CRONUS 
DEMETER 

DIONYSUS 
HADES 

HEPHAESTUS 
HERA 

HERMES 
HESTIA 

PERSEPHONE 
POSEIDON 

RHEA 
TYPHON 

ZEUS 

WORD BANK 
 

THEME: Mythological Greek Figures 

Name: ________________________________________________  Phone: ________________________ 
Drawing to be held on Saturday June 25th @12 noon 

Thank you ,  Thank you ,  Thank you !  
   We want to offer special thanks to all of our members and 
special donors for their generosity. Early this year, their 
contributions allowed us to provide a much-needed update for the 
Library’s Cormack Room kitchen. We were able to purchase 
several big items including a new refrigerator, a microwave, and 
an icemaker. These items will go a long way to making Cormack 
Room events more functional and hopefully more enjoyable to our 
attendees.  Thank you again for helping us provide for our library.  

N U T K M Z A R H E A Z C Y I E R F R P 
O W C V E D E Q W R N B H P D F C N Y N 
R H H Y O U S U V F T R S H O U R E P Y 
A S E N Y U X J S A U U B E A Q D V M B 
H A I S N P L X F C R E H S D H E Z X D 
C S N O T N M W W P N T E D R A C C G R 
I F R E A I H V W O H D E S J K H E O Z 
X C X C H O A W A X D O U M A Y K Y Q R 
P M S K O T F Z V E Z S X T I H E G S K 
O L L O P A A J B L Y B L F P S V D O Y 
Z G E P X U Z I I N B A X U M G P A U K 
D B C N U H B E O H S S H H W T E G D Z 
E Q Z E O F Z I H E R M E S W Y T T W S 
M B Z U A H D P O S E I D O N P I Z D E 
E U Y S V H P X W L H O C N G H D L I R 
T K B P H J F E C E F S B H T O O H P A 
E X O A K D Z Q S Q L L G Z X N R O Q Q 
R V R Q D I I E C R I C S N R C H Y L K 
T E U L Q G W A Z M E P S I K O P B B C 
H S U T S E A H P E H P S B X I A E N H 
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FRIENDS OF THE DOWNEY CITY LIBRARY 
P.O.BOX 7015 
DOWNEY, CA 90241 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
FODCL Membership Application 

Membership Year: _______________ 
Please Check One:        Please Check One:     

☐ Student ………………...$5.00             ☐ New Member 

☐ Individual …………….. $10.00             ☐ Renewal 

☐ Family ………………... $25.00             ☐ Donation 

☐ Business/Organization .. $75.00             ☐ I would like to help 

☐ Life Membership ……... $500.00      
Enclosed is my membership in the amount of $___________ and/or my donation of $___________ 

☐ Check here if you would like to receive notices of FODCL events via e-mail. 
NAME (please print) 

ADDRESS 

E-MAIL 

CITY, STATE ZIP PHONE # 

Your membership fee alone says you support the Downey City Library! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Membership Chair Use Only 
Paid with:       Cash    or     Check    (Circle One)                  DATE:______________ 
Received Membership Card:   Yes or No   (Circle One)         INITIAL:____________ 


