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Methodology 

• 400 interviews with Downey residents likely to vote in 
November 2016 election 

• Sample size designed to provide reliable results and 
reflects FM3 best practices for cities of comparable 
size 

• Conducted February 1-6, 2016 
• Surveys conducted in English and Spanish 
• Landlines and cell phones 
• Overall Margin of Error: +-4.9% 
• Survey follows elements of 2013 survey conducted for 

City (June 2014 electorate) 
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Key Findings 

• Downey residents are pleased with the 
management of their City, particularly as it relates to 
public safety. 

• There are less intense concerns about the City 
budget than there were several years ago. 

• Yet, residents recognize a need for additional 
funding and strongly support a local sales tax of at 
least one-half cent. 

• Public safety is the highest priority use of potential 
new sales tax revenue. 
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Q1. 
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7% 
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The United States 

The State of California 

2016 

2013 

Right Direction Wrong Track DK/NA

Would you say that things in _______ are generally headed in the right direction 
or do you feel that things are off on the wrong track? 

Voters are much more likely to say the  
City of Downey is headed in the right  

direction than the state or nation. 

The City of Downey  
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Q2. 
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The Downey City Council 

Str. App. Smwt. App. Smwt. Disapp. Str. Disapp. DK/NA

I am going to mention some organizations active in public life.  Please tell 
me if you approve or disapprove of the job being done by that organization.  
If you don’t know enough about that organization you can tell me that too.  

Total 
App. 

Total 
Disapp. 

94% 3% 
92% 3% 

91% 7% 
88% 9% 

82% 9% 
69% 17% 

76% 10% 

They also overwhelmingly approve of the job being 
done by the City and its public safety agencies.  

The Downey Fire 
Department 

The Downey Police 
Department 

Downey local 
government 
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Q6.*Split Sample 

48% 

36% 

35% 

29% 

44% 

44% 

44% 

52% 

45% 

51% 

42% 

35% 

5% 

7% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

12% 

6% 

7% 

6% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*The City of Downey provides a 
better quality of life than other 

neighboring cities 
The City of Downey provides 

high-quality local services 
*The Downey City Council does a 
good job of representing Downey 

residents 
The City of Downey uses its 

resources efficiently 

I feel safe in Downey 

Over the past few years the level 
of crime in Downey has increased 

Very Acc. Smwt. Acc. Smwt. Inacc. Very Inacc. DK/NA

I would like to share with you some statements about Downey.  Please tell 
me if you think each of the following statements is accurate or inaccurate.  

Total 
Acc. 

Total 
Inacc. 

92% 7% 

88% 9% 

80% 14% 

80% 13% 

86% 13% 

79% 15% 

Downey residents feel very positively about 
 the services provided by the City. 
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Residents recognize the need for additional 
funding for City services. 

Q3. 

23% 

47% 

25% 

5% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Great need

Some need

Little/No Real Need

Don't know

Great/ 
Some 
Need 
70% 

In your personal opinion, do you think there is a great need, some 
need, a little need, or no real need for additional funds to provide the 

level of city services that Downey residents need and want?  
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Q4. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote “yes” in favor of this measure or “no” to oppose it?  

Downey Public Safety and Essential  
City Services Protection Measure 

To maintain and improve city services including 
police protection, firefighters, paramedics, 911 
emergency response, anti-gang/drug programs, 
programs that retain/attract local businesses, school 
safety, after-school and seniors programs; upgrade 
neighborhood parks; and repair streets/potholes; 
shall the City of Downey increase the sales tax by 
one-half cent, providing nine million dollars annually, 
until ended by voters, requiring audits, public 
disclosure of funds, and all funds only for Downey? 
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45% 

19% 

6% 

2% 

8% 

18% 

2% 
0% 20% 40% 60%

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no

Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided

Total  
Yes 
70% 

Total  
No 

29% 

Q4. 

Support for the sales tax measure is robust 
and well above the 50% threshold for passage 

and the survey’s margin of error. 
If there were an election today, do you think you would vote 

“yes” in favor of this measure or “no” to oppose it?  
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Residents’ highest priorities are  
related to public safety. 

Q8. I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by this ballot measure could be spent.  Regardless of your opinion of the measure, please tell me how 
important that provision or use of funds is to you personally:  Is it extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important. Split Sample. 

24% 

30% 

23% 

28% 

26% 

25% 

59% 

52% 

58% 

51% 

52% 

52% 

13% 

13% 

16% 

16% 

15% 

19% 

5% 

6% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

 Maintaining a City-run  
police department 

 Protecting crime, drug, and 
 gang prevention services 

 Ensuring fire engines and emergency 
medical vehicles are equipped with 

the most up-to-date equipment 

Protecting 911 emergency response 
times 

Maintaining and improving  
police protection services 

Maintaining and improving paramedic 
and 911 emergency medical 

response services 

Ext. Imp. Very Imp. Smwt. Imp. Not Too Imp. DK/NA
Ext./Very 
Important 

83% 

82% 

81% 

79% 

78% 

78% 
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After an exchange of information,  
support remains well above the 50% 

threshold for passage.  

Q4/Q10/Q12. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote “yes” in favor of this measure or “no” to oppose it?  

70% 
75% 72% 

29% 
24% 26% 

2% 1% 1% 
0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Initial Vote After Information After Opposition

Total Yes 

Total No 

Undecided 



For more information, contact: 

John@FM3research.com 

12100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 350 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
Phone (310) 828-1183 

Fax (310) 453-6562  

Adam@FM3research.com 
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