
AN ORDINANCE OF i OF OF i

AMENDING DOWNEY MUNICIPAL CODE ARTICLE 11, CHAPTER 1, SECTION

2105 REGULATING THE RULES OF i r FOR CITY COUNCIL

MEETINGS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Downey declares that the business of the City
is to be conducted in an orderly and efficient manner to facilitate thorough City Council
deliberations and decision making; and

WHEREAS, the City Council values the opinions and comments of the public on matters
of city business; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires that all members of the public who attend the City
Council meetings have their comments heard at the earliest point in the meeting, and that the
public, in turn, may listen to the Council discussion and deliberations on such matters without
distraction or disruption; and

WHEREAS, Downey City Charter Section 510, consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, 
provides, among other things, that the public shall have the right to address the Council either
orally or in writing on matters of City business, but such right shall be subject to reasonable
rules and regulations as adopted by ordinance or resolution; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend the rules of conduct for city council
meetings contained in Downey Municipal Code Article II, Chapter 1 to establish a three ( 3) 
minute time limit per speaker for public comments. 

NOW, - EFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF DOWNEY DOES

HEREBYORDAIN1 i i

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Downey hereby amends the City of Downey
Municipal Code, Article II, Chapter 1, Section 2105 to read as

follows: 

SECTION 2105. RULES OF CONDUCT FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS. 

Conduct at City Council meetings shall be in accordance with the following rules: 

a) Unless addressing the City Council or entering or leaving the Council Chambers
or other meeting place, all persons in the audience shall remain seated in the seats
provided. No person shall stand or sit in the aisles or along the walls, unless permitted by
the Mayor. No person shall block any doorways. 

b) All demonstrations, including cheering, yelling, whistling, handclapping and foot
stomping which disrupts, disturbs or otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of the Council
meeting are prohibited. 

c) No placards, signs, posters, packages, bundles, suitcases or other large objects
shall be brought into the Council Chambers or other meeting place if doing so would
disrupt, disturb or otherwise impede the orderly course of the meeting. 

d) Smoking is prohibited in the Council Chambers or other meeting place. 
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m) Animals are prohibited in the council chambers, except for trained K- 9 police
dogs and trained service animals as defined under State and Federal law." 

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
The City Council declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance, and each section, 

subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3. Upon the effective date of this amendment, the City Clerk is directed to place and
maintain copies of the City Council meeting rules in the back of the Council Chambers for
members of the public. 

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and cause the same to
be published in the manner prescribed by law. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 25t' d 0. 

CHEC Mayor77MO, M: r

MARk' A-LICIA DUARTE, VMC
AAtx-1

City Clerk
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AYES: Council Members: Ashton, Rodriguez, Saab, Frometa, Mayor Pachect
NOES: Council Member: None. 
ABSENT: Council Member: None. 

ABSTAIN: Council Member: None. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that a Summary of the foregoing Ordinance No. 20- 1437, was
published in the Downey Patriot, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Downey, on
January 30, 2020 ( after introduction), and on February 27, 2020 ( after adoption, including the
vote thereon). It was also posted in the regular posting places in the City of Downey on the
r,ame dates. 

MI C I AD U A 0E CM C' 

City Clerk


