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CITY COUNCIL  
 
MAYOR  
BLANCA PACHECO 
 
MAYOR PRO TEM  
CLAUDIA M. FROMETA 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
RICK RODRIGUEZ 
ALEX SAAB          PARTICIPATING BY  
          TELECONFERENCE: 
 
          COUNCIL MEMBERS 
          SEAN ASHTON 
           
 
SEE ATTACHED SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND ACCESSIBILITY 
FOR OCTOBER 13, 2020 SPECIAL AND REGULAR DOWNEY CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER THE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING – 5:30 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Council Members Ashton, Rodriguez, Saab, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, Mayor Pacheco 
 
APPROVE CLOSED SESSION MINUTES: Special Meeting of September 22, 2020: Administration. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 
(Persons wishing to address the City Council on any item on the Closed Session Agenda may do so at 
this time.  Please limit your comments to no more than three (3) minutes). 
 
RECESS TO A CLOSED SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER THE FOLLOWING 
AUTHORITIES: 
 
1. Government Code Section 54957.6 - Conference with labor negotiator James McQueen re: direction 

for labor negotiations with Downey Police Management Association and Downey Police Officers’ 
Association. 

 
2. Government Code Section 54956.95 – Liability Claim – Worker’s Compensation Claim  
    Claimant: Maria Villegas – Claim No.: 19-141755; Workers Compensation Appeals Board Case No.:          
    ADJ1219838; Agency claimed against: City of Downey. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
CALL TO ORDER THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – 6:30 P.M. 
  
ROLL CALL:  Council Members Ashton, Rodriguez, Saab, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, Mayor Pacheco 
 

OCTOBER 13, 2020 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Special Meeting – 5:30 p.m. 
 Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Council Chambers 

11111 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA  90241 
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INVOCATION 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 
1. Mayor’s Impact Award to Downey City Employees Maria Rivas, Juddy Montenegro, Vaniah De Rojas 

and Rakdy Khlok.  
 
2. Certificate of Appointment to Michael Murray, Independent Citizens Oversight Board, District 1. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS; REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS; 
CONFERENCE/MEETING REPORTS 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. CONSIDER AND APPROVE FEDERAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT COVID-

19 RESIDENT AND BUSINESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS: Community Development. 
 

2. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING SYSTEMS MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT: Community 
Development.  

 
ADOPT ORDINANCE 20-______, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF DOWNEY ADDING SECTION 8986 (“ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING SYSTEMS”) TO 
CHAPTER 11 (DOWNEY GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE) OF ARTICLE VIII 
(“BUILDING REGULATIONS”) OF THE DOWNEY MUNICIPAL CODE. 

 
3. GRADING REGULATIONS AND MUNICIPAL CODE UPDATES: Community Development.  

 
ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 20-______, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF DOWNEY AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY  SECTION 8730 (“GRADING 
REGULATIONS”) OF ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”) OF CHAPTER 8 
(“FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT, GRADING AND PAVING”) BY ADOPTING BY 
REFERENCE THE 2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE APPENDIX J WITH LOCAL 
AMENDMENTS;  ADDING SECTION 8999.18 TO ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING 
REGULATIONS”), CHAPTER 13 (“DOWNEY RESIDENTIAL CODE”) OF THE DOWNEY 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDING SECTION R401.4 OF THE 2019 EDITION OF THE 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE; AND  ADDING SUBSECTION 8999.44.5 TO SECTION  
8999.44 (“VIOLATIONS”) OF ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”), CHAPTER 14 
(“DOWNEY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING AND HOUSING CODE”) OF THE DOWNEY 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

 
 
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 
This portion provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items within the jurisdiction of the Council and not 
listed on the agenda. It is requested, but not required, that you state your name, address and subject matter upon which you 
wish to speak.  Please limit your comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  Pursuant to the Brown Act, no discussion or 
action, other than a brief response, referral to the City Manager/staff or schedule for a subsequent agenda, shall be taken by 
the Council/Agency on any issue brought forth under this section. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are to be approved with one motion unless a Council Member requests an item be 
removed. Removed items will be considered following approval of the Consent Calendar. 
   
4. APPROVE MINUTES: Special and Regular Meetings of September 22, 2020: City Clerk. 
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5. WARRANTS ISSUED: Warrant Nos. 346410 – 346984; EFT Nos. 10156 – 10190; Payroll Wire 
Nos. 30004032, 30004036 – 30004039; and, Manual Wire Nos. 2058 – 2060, in the total amount of 
$4,984,990.40: Finance. 

 
6. APPROVE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND AUTHORIZE SOLICITATION FOR 

CONSTRUCTION BIDS FOR TELEGRAPH RD. TRAFFIC THROUGHPUT AND SAFETY 
ENHANCEMENTS, (PHASE 2); AND, AUTHORIZE PROCUREMENT OF CITY-FURNISHED 
MATERIALS FOR THIS PROJECT (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 16-05): Public 
Works. 

 
7. APPROVE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NINYO & MOORE 

GEOTECHNICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES CONSULTANTS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$329,635.10 FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION SERVICES AT 9255 IMPERIAL HWY.; 
APPROVE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH STEARNS, CONRAD AND 
SCHMIDT CONSULTING ENGINEERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,500  FOR OVERSIGHT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION SERVICES; AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENTS; AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AMENDMENTS; AND, 
APPROPRIATE $100,000 FROM THE WATER FUND TO COVER THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
REMEDIATION SERVICES (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 17-01): Public Works. 

 
8. AWARD A CONTRACT TO LEGEND PUMP AND WELL SERVICE, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$68,363 FOR WELL NO. 12 MOTOR AND COLUMN PIPE REHABILITATION; AND, AUTHORIZE 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER TO EXECUTE ANY CHANGE ORDERS OR 
ADDITIONAL SCOPE OF WORK DEEMED NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE UP TO THE 
APPROVED PROJECT BUDGET (MISCELLANEOUS PROJECT NO. 340): Public Works. 

 
9. APPROVE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO DESIGN, FABRICATE AND 

INSTALL PUBLIC ART IN THE FUTURE RENOVATED DOWNEY THEATRE PLAZA WITH J.K. 
DESIGNS, INC. (DBA: THE NATIONAL SCULPTOR’S GUILD); AND, AUTHORIZE THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL AMENDMENTS: Community Development. 

 
10. APPROVE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH DUDEK IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$26,333 FOR PREPARATION OF STREET TREE MASTER PLAN; AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR 
TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT; AND, AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AND 
ALL AMENDMENTS AS DEEMED NECESSARY: Public Works. 

  
11. ADOPT RESOLUTION 20-______, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

DOWNEY ADOPTING THE SIDE LETTER AGREEMENT TO THE 2020-2022 MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF DOWNEY AND THE DOWNEY FIRE 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION: Human Resources. 

 
12. APPROVE A DOWNTOWN DOWNEY PARKLET GRANT PROGRAM TO ALLOW 

RESTAURANTS TO ALTER EXISTING PARKLETS, AND CONSTRUCT NEW PARKLETS, IF 
NECESSARY, IN PUBLIC ON-STREET PARKING AREAS ALLOWING THEM TO SERVE 
CUSTOMERS OUTDOORS: Community Development. 
 

13. AUTHORIZE THE DONATION OF ONE DECOMMISSIONED 2006 AMBULANCE TO 
ENSENADA, MEXICO AND ANOTHER DECOMMISSIONED 2008 AMBULANCE TO THE RIO 
HONDO FIRE ACADEMY, OPERATING IN SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA: Fire. 
 

14. APPROVE THE DONATION OF ONE FOURSOME OF GOLF AT THE RIO HONDO GOLF CLUB 
FOR THE ROTARY CLUB OF DOWNEY CHARITY TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT THE ARC ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 2020: Council Member Saab.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: None.   
 
STAFF MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT: In memory of U.S. Forest Service Firefighter, Charles Morton, 39, killed in the line of 
duty; Officer Jacob Hancher, Myrtle Beach Police, killed in the line of duty; the lives lost due to COVID-
19; and, Marc Shelton Sr., longtime Downey resident and business owner.  
 
Supporting documents are available at: www.downeyca.org; City Hall-City Clerk’s Department, 11111 Brookshire 
Avenue, Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Video streaming of the meeting is available on the City’s 
website.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if special assistance is needed to 
participate in this meeting, complete the City’s Title II ADA Reasonable Accommodation Form located on the 
City’s website and at City Hall - City Clerk’s Department, 11111 Brookshire Avenue, Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 
5:30 p.m., and submit to the City Clerk’s Department or contact (562) 904-7280 or TTY 7-1-1, 48 business hours 
prior to the City Council meeting. 
 
The City of Downey prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in any of its program and services. For 
questions, concerns, complaints, or for additional information regarding the ADA, contact the City’s ADA/Section 
504 Coordinator at ADACoordinator@downeyca.org:  Phone: (562) 299-6619; or TTY at 7-1-1. 
 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, the City of Downey prohibits discrimination of any person in any 
of its program and services. If written language translation of City agendas or minutes, or for oral language 
interpretation at a City meeting is needed, contact the City Clerk's Office at (562) 904-7280, or (562) 299-6619, 48 
business hours prior to the meeting.  
 
En cumplimiento con el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles, la Ciudad de Downey prohíbe la discriminación 
de cualquier persona en todos sus programas y servicios. En caso de necesitar una traducción escrita de las 
órdenes del día o las actas de las reuniones de la ciudad, o para solicitar un intérprete oral para una reunión de 
la ciudad, comuníquese a la oficina de la Secretaria de la Ciudad al (562) 904-7280, o al (562) 299-6619, en el 
horario de atención comercial, 48 horas antes de la reunión.  
 
I, Maria Alicia Duarte, CMC, City Clerk, City of Downey, do hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws 
of the State of California that the foregoing notice was posted pursuant to Government Code Section 54950 Et. 
Seq., at the following locations: Downey City Hall, Downey City Library, and Barbara J. Riley Community and 
Senior Center. 
 
Dated this 8th day of October, 2020.   Maria Alicia Duarte, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
Scan QR Code to view the City of Downey City Accomplishments 2019-2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.downeyca.org/
mailto:ADACoordinator@downeyca.org
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SPECIAL NOTICE 

 
Public Participation and Accessibility for the October 13, 2020 Downey Regular City Council 
Meetings 

 
Pursuant to Paragraph 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, executed by the Governor of California on 
March 17, 2020, and the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health Order of the Health 
Officer Revised Order issued June 11, 2020 as a response to mitigating the spread of Coronavirus 
known as COVID-19 and providing direction for moving the County through Stage 3 of California’s 
Pandemic Resilience Roadmap, the Special and Regular City Council Meetings scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. will allow members of the public to participate 
and address the City Council during the public comment portion of the meetings via teleconference 
as well as a limited number, 10, of in person attendees within the City Hall Council Chambers on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
 

Below are the ways to participate in the Special Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
1. Call Toll-Free (audio): (877) 853-5247 or (888) 788-0099  

 
Enter Meeting ID:  922 1876 8094 Enter Password:  116242 

 
Public Comment shall be on Closed Session Items Only  

 
2. E-mail: ccpubliccomment@downeyca.org  
 

In order to effectively accommodate public participation, participants are asked to provide 
their public comments via e-mail by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.  

 
3. Tele-conference phone number: (562) 299-6622 
 

Calls will be placed on hold in queue and participants will provide their public comments via speaker 
phone. Persons speaking are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes. 

 
Below are the ways to participate in the Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
1. View the City Council meeting live stream at: 
 

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/DowneyCityCouncilMeetings 
 

2.  Call Toll-Free (audio):  (877) 853-5247 or (888) 788-0099  
 
Enter Meeting ID: 953 7713 6703 Enter Password:  463057 

 
Members of the public wishing to address the City Council, during public comment or for a 
specific agenda item, or both, may do so by the following methods:  

 
3. E-mail: ccpubliccomment@downeyca.org   
  
 In order to effectively accommodate public participation, participants are asked to provide 

their public comments via e-mail by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. 
   

 Participants addressing the City Council by email are encouraged to provide the following 
information:     

    

mailto:ccpubliccomment@downeyca.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/DowneyCityCouncilMeetings
mailto:ccpubliccomment@downeyca.org
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   a) Full Name;  
  b) City of Residence;  
  c) Subject or Agenda Item No.; 
  d) Written Comments. 
 
4. Teleconference phone number: (562) 299-6622 
     

Calls will be placed on hold in queue and participants will provide their public comments via speaker 
phone. Persons speaking are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes. Please be mindful that 
the teleconference call will be recorded as any other person is recorded when appearing before the 
City Council, and all other rules of procedure and decorum will apply when addressing the City 
Council by teleconference. 

 
 Participants addressing the City Council by teleconference are encouraged to provide the following 

information: 
    

a) Full Name;  
   b) City of Residence;  
   c) Subject or Agenda Item No.;  
   d) Public Comment. 
 
5. In Person Attendance at City Hall Council Chambers  
 

Members of the public attending the City Council Meetings in person will be required to comply with 
the City of Downey’s Emergency Order No. 2 – Non-Contact Temperature Screening and Face 
Coverings at City Facilities to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.   

 
Prior to entering the building, attendees will be required to: 

  
1) Participate in a non-contact temperature screening; and,   
2) Wear a face covering at all times while inside city facilities. 

 
Although public meetings will re-open for in person attendance, participants are encouraged to 
continue accessing the City Council meetings by utilizing the participation methods listed above, as 
there will be a limited number of attendees permitted, 10, in the building due to reduced seating 
capacity to maintain social distancing standards. 

 
For any questions contact the City Clerk’s Office at (562) 904-7280. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY 

SPECIAL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 

 
The City Council of the City of Downey held a Special City Council Meeting on September 22, 

2020, at 5:36 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the Downey City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Avenue, 
Downey, California, with Mayor Pacheco presiding. 

 
 PRESENT:  Council Members: 
 
     Blanca Pacheco  Mayor    
     Claudia M. Frometa   Mayor Pro Tem   
     Sean Ashton    Council Member (teleconference)  
     Rick Rodriguez  Council Member (excused)  
     Alex Saab   Council Member (excused)   
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Gilbert Livas, City Manager 
    Yvette M. Abich Garcia, City Attorney 
    Alicia Duarte, CMC, City Clerk  

 
 
APPROVED CLOSED SESSION MINUTES  
 

It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, seconded by Council Member Ashton, and carried 3-
0-2 with Council Members Rodriguez and Saab excused to approve the Closed Session Minutes of 
September 8, 2020.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 
would like to comment on Closed Session items. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if any written 
comments were received on Closed Session items. Mayor Pacheco asked if there was anyone present 
who would like to comment on Closed Session items. 
 
 Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented regarding Item No. 1 and suicide 
prevention programs. 
 
 Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding Item No. 1, civil rights, First Amendment 
Rights, and due process. 
 
 Mike Greenspan, non-resident, commented regarding suicide prevention.  
 
 Non-resident, no name provided, commented regarding Item No. 1 and First Amendment 
Rights. 
 
 Joey Martinez, resident, commented regarding Item No. 1.  
 
 Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pacheco closed public comment. 
 
RECESSED TO CLOSED SESSION  

 
Mayor Pacheco announced the City Council is recessing to Closed Session at 5:49 p.m. to 

discuss matters under the authority of the following sections of the Government Code: 
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1. Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1) – Conference with Legal Counsel – Pending Litigation – 
City of Downey v. General Reinsurance Corporation, U.S. District Court, Central District of California, 
Case No.  2:19-cv-07707-CAS-FFM. 

 
RECONVENED SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

  
Mayor Pacheco reconvened the Special City Council meeting at 6:39 p.m. with Council 

Members Rodriguez and Saab excused.   
 
City Attorney Abich Garcia reported the closed session report as follows: In regards to Item No. 

1, following discussion by the City Council, there was a motion made by Council Member Ashton, 
seconded Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and passed 3-0-2, with Council Members Rodriguez and Saab 
excused to approve the material terms of the settlement and authorize City Manager Livas to execute 
the settlement agreement subject to approval of the other parties in the lawsuit. The settlement is not 
final until the Federal Court approves the agreement, and the agreement will be made available in the 
City Clerk’s Office upon request.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Pacheco adjourned the Special City Council meeting at 6:40 p.m.  
  
 
              
MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC   BLANCA PACHECO  
City Clerk       Mayor  



               
 

MINUTES OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY 

REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 

 
The City Council of the City of Downey held a Regular City Council Meeting on September 22, 

2020, at 6:41 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the Downey City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Avenue, 
Downey, California, with Mayor Pacheco presiding. 

 
 PRESENT:  Council Members: 
 
     Blanca Pacheco  Mayor    
     Claudia M. Frometa   Mayor Pro Tem  
     Sean Ashton    Council Member (teleconference)  
     Rick Rodriguez  Council Member (excused) 
     Alex Saab   Council Member  
   

ALSO PRESENT:  Gilbert Livas, City Manager 
    John Oskoui, Assistant City Manager   
    Yvette M. Abich Garcia, City Attorney 
    Vaniah De Rojas, Assistant to the City Manager  
    Dean Milligan, Chief of Police  
    Mark Gillaspie, Fire Chief 

Aldo E. Schindler, Community Development Director 
Anil Gandhy, Finance Director 
Delfino Consunji, Public Works Director 
James McQueen, Human Resources Director 
Jason Chacon, Recreation Manager 
Alicia Duarte, CMC, City Clerk 

 
The Invocation was delivered by Greg Welch, Downey Police Department Chaplain. The Pledge 

of Allegiance was led by Michael Calvert, Director, Downey Chamber of Commerce. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Mayor Pacheco presented Certificates of Recognition to the Los Angeles County Library; and, the 

Downey Police and Public Works Departments for their assistance in the Mega Food Drive 2020. 
 

2. Presentation to the City Council regarding an update of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS; REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS; 
CONFERENCE/MEETING REPORTS 
 

 Council Member Saab welcomed the audience to the meeting. He mentioned his request 
to staff at the previous City Council Meeting to address the trash receptacles citywide including bus 
stops. He requested staff address the bus stop bench design and branding to provide consistency 
citywide.    

 
Mayor Pro Tem Frometa welcomed the audience to the meeting. She acknowledged Michael 

Calvert in the audience.  She encouraged the audience to participate in the 2020 Census prior to the 
September 30 deadline to ensure the community receives the appropriate funding. She encouraged the 
audience to scan the QR code on the last page of the City Council Meeting Agenda to see the City’s 
2019-20 Accomplishments including the Measure S Improvement Projects and City’s Pavement 
Management Plan. She stated in 2019-20 the City of Downey repaved over 2.05 million square feet of 
streets and she thanked Director Consunji and his staff for a job well done in supervising the Pavement 
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Management Plan. She mentioned the City will continue to focus on street improvements, 
infrastructure, and moving forward with the completion of the Measure S Improvement Projects. She 
thanked City Manager Livas for his leadership. She thanked Fire Chief Gillaspie and the firefighters 
deployed to assist in the various fires throughout California. She stated the City was recognized as 
Tree City USA. Over 3,000 new trees have been planted citywide. She thanked staff and individuals 
who helped support these efforts. She requested staff enforce street vendors permit requirements. She 
requested staff address signage posted on buildings at The Promenade and various strip malls 
citywide. She also requested staff address speeding on Lakewood Blvd. between Imperial Hwy. and 
Gallatin Rd.; Stewart & Gray Rd. between Woodruff Ave. and Old River School Rd.; Florence Ave. 
between the 605 Freeway and Paramount Blvd.; and, Downey Ave. and Brookshire Ave. between 
Florence Ave. and Gallatin Rd. 

 
Council Member Ashton welcomed the audience to the meeting. He mentioned his concern 

about the filming that took place at the original McDonald’s and TMZ’s reporting of the aftermath related 
to the filming permit fees. He requested staff review and update the Film Permit Ordinance fees and 
penalties for non-compliance.  

 
Mayor Pacheco welcomed the audience to the meeting. She reported attending the PIH 

Downey centennial drive-thru parade and thanked Downey Fire and Police Departments for their 
participation in the event. She mentioned the importance of recognizing all medical professionals for 
everything they are doing for the community during the pandemic.  She encouraged the audience to 
scan the QR code on the last page of the City Council Meeting Agenda to see the City’s 2019-20 
Accomplishments and the Pavement Management Plan. She inquired about the start date for the Old 
River School Rd. Pavement Rehabilitation Project. Director Consunji stated the contract is on the 
Agenda tonight for City Council consideration and if approved the project will begin early October. She 
requested staff address illegal dumping on Foster Rd. near the riverbed on the eastern side of the City.   

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: None. 
 
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 
would like to comment on Non-Agenda items. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if any written 
public comments were received regarding Non-Agenda items. Mayor Pacheco asked if there was 
anyone present who would like to comment on Non-Agenda items. 
 
 Joshua Semoore, resident, submitted written comments to thank the City Council for their hard 
work and in opposition of Proposition 16. 
 
 Beth Pelaez, resident, submitted written comments in opposition of Proposition 16 and 
discrimination based on race or gender. 
 
 Wayne Spindler, non-resident, commented regarding supporting local businesses and 
unpermitted events. 
 
 Alexandria Contreras, resident, commented regarding the proposed L.A. County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project. 
 
 Lucia Cruz, non-resident, commented regarding renter protection and against water rate 
increases. 
 
 Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding criminal prosecution and in support of the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project. 
 
 Mike Greenspan, non-resident, congratulated Council Member Ashton on his appointment as 
President-Elect Downey of the Independent Cities Association; and, political figures.   
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 Lee Squire, resident, thanked the City Council for recognizing health care workers at the 
previous City Council Meeting. He commented regarding the Abraham Accords Peace Agreement 
amongst the United States and Israel-United Arab Emirates.  
 
 Catherine Alvarez, resident, read correspondence from Maria Vera regarding her family’s loss. 
 
 Non-resident, no name provided, commented regarding political figures, and in support for 
Veterans. 
 
 Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented regarding housing and rental assistance, 
eviction protection, political leaders, and Metro Transit Projects. 
 
 Joey Martinez, resident, commented regarding Central Basin Municipal Water District’s Board of 
Directors, update regarding SB 625, and political figures. 
 
 Jeannie Wood, resident, thanked the City Council for doing a great job. 
 
 Brian Heyman, resident, wished Council Member Rodriguez a speedy and full recovery. He 
commended Assistant City Manager Oskoui for his work at the Central Basin Municipal Water District 
and for managing the City’s Measure S Improvement Projects. He thanked City Management and the 
City Council for continuing to do a fantastic job. He commented regarding humanity and civil discourse.  
 
 Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pacheco closed Non-Agenda public comment. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
 Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 
would like to comment on Consent Calendar items. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there 
were any written comments received regarding Consent Calendar items. Mayor Pacheco asked if there 
was anyone present who would like to comment on the Consent Calendar items. 
 
 Mike Greenspan, non-resident, commented regarding Item Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7.  
 
 Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding Item Nos. 3 and 7, Measure S Projects, 
Measure M Projects, and COVID-19.  
 
 Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented regarding Item Nos. 7, 8, and 12, and in 
support of free public transportation. 
 
 Non-resident, no name provided, commented regarding Item Nos. 3 and 7. She commended 
Director Consunji for his attentiveness and responsiveness to residents.  
   
 Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pacheco closed public comment. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Frometa abstained from Item No. 8, due to her employment; and, pulled Item 
Nos. 3, 10, and 11 for separate discussion. 
 

Mayor Pacheco abstained from Item No. 1, due to her absence from the meeting.  
 

 It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and carried 4-0-
1 to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar with Council Member Rodriguez excused; Mayor 
Pacheco abstaining from Item No. 1; and, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa abstaining from Item No. 8 and 
pulling Item Nos. 3, 10, and 11.  
 
1. APPROVED MINUTES: Special and Regular Meetings of September 8, 2020: City Clerk. 
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2. WARRANTS ISSUED: Warrant Nos. 346110 – 346409; EFT numbers 10125 – 10155; Payroll Wire 
Nos. 30004027, 30004030 & 30004033 – 30004035; and, Manual Wire numbers 2056 – 2057, total 
amount of $2,739,621.35: Finance. 

 
4. ACCEPTED WORK FOR TWEEDY LN. PAVEMENT REHABILITATION; APPROVED FINAL 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $353,541.87; AND, AUTHORIZED THE PUBLIC 
WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER TO FILE THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION (CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 18-05): Public Works. 

 
5. ACCEPTED WORK FOR COLDBROOK AVE., CORRIGAN AVE., AND VULTEE AVE. WATER 

SYSTEM REPAIRS; APPROVED FINAL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $37,500; 
AND, AUTHORIZED THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS/CITY ENGINEER TO FILE THE 
NOTICE OF COMPLETION (MISCELLANEOUS PROJECT NO. 346): Public Works.  
 

6. APPROVED A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH JOHN L. HUNTER AND 
ASSOCIATES, INC. IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $341,337 FOR MS4 NPDES PROGRAM 
SERVICES FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL TWO YEARS; AUTHORIZED THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT; 
AND, AUTHORIZED THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL AMENDMENTS TO 
THE AGREEMENT AS DEEMED NECESSARY WITHIN THE PROGRAM BUDGET: Public 
Works. 

 
7. APPROVED A MASTER COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE LOS ANGELES 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY FOR THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A PORTION OF THE WEST SANTA ANA BRANCH 
TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT; AND, AUTHORIZED THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LOS ANGELES METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY BOARD AT A LATER DATE: Administration. 
 

8. AUTHORIZED STAFF TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PERMANENTE MEDICAL GROUP TO PROVIDE 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF DOWNEY: Human 
Resources. 

 
9. ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. 20-7969, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF DOWNEY APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL MURRAY TO THE 
INDEPENDENT CITIZENS OVERSIGHT BOARD FOR COUNCIL DISTRICT 1: Mayor Pacheco. 

 
12. RECEIVED AND FILED THE 2020 LOCAL AGENCY BIENNIAL NOTICE: City Clerk/City Attorney.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
3. AWARDED A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,245,893 TO THE R.J. 

NOBLE COMPANY FOR THE OLD RIVER SCHOOL RD. PAVEMENT REHABILITATION 
PROJECT; AUTHORIZED THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER TO EXECUTE 
ANY CHANGE ORDERS OR ADDITIONAL SCOPE OF WORK DEEMED NECESSARY OR 
DESIRABLE UP TO THE APPROVED PROJECT BUDGET; AND, AUTHORIZED TRANSFER OF 
$53,103.50 IN MEASURE R LOCAL RETURN FUNDS FROM ACCOUNT NO. 56-16789 TO 
ACCOUNT NO. 56-16628 (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 16-20): Public Works.  
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa pulled Item No. 3 for separate discussion. She requested staff provide 

a staff report for the item to address the cost of the project.  
 
 Director Consunji provided a brief overview of the plans and specifications of the project 

including the installation of traffic signals and fiber optic cables, pavement reconstruction, 
implementation of bike lanes, striping and signage. He stated the significant cost increase for this 
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project consists of a full reconstruction of the pavement which includes concrete improvements and not 
solely a slurry seal or overlay. He stated R.J. Noble Company is scheduled to begin construction 
November 2020 and is expected to be complete the work by April 2021.  

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa inquired if any significant delays are anticipated. Director Consunji 

confirmed no delays are anticipated however there is always the possibility of unexpected utility delays 
that cannot be identified until the construction begins.  

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa asked how the residents are being notified of the upcoming 

construction project. Director Consunji stated residents are notified via social media posts and written 
communication sent to residents and businesses that will be directly affected or are within 300 feet from 
the project. If parking will be impacted signage will be posted 72 hours in advance. 
 
 Council Member Ashton inquired how the two schools in the area will be notified when they 
return to session. Director Consunji stated the schools and parents are notified through social media 
and written communications. 
 
 Council Member Saab inquired if the fiber optic cabling being installed is solely for the traffic 
signal communications. Director Consunji confirmed it is currently for traffic signal communications and 
the conduit being installed will allow for fiber optic cabling to be used for other purposes. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and  carried 4-0-
1, with Council Member Rodriguez excused to award a construction contract in the amount of 
$2,245,893 to the R.J. Noble Company for the Old River School Rd. Pavement Rehabilitation Project; 
authorize the Public Works Director/City Engineer to execute any change orders or additional scope of 
work deemed necessary or desirable up to the approved project budget; and, authorize transfer of 
$53,103.50 in Measure R Local Return Funds from Account No. 56-16789 to Account No. 56-16628 
(Capital Improvement Project No. 16-20). 
 
10. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING SYSTEMS MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT: Community 

Development.  
 
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY 
ADDING SECTION 8986 (“ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING SYSTEMS”) TO CHAPTER 11 
(DOWNEY GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE) OF ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING 
REGULATIONS”) OF THE DOWNEY MUNICIPAL CODE 

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa pulled Item No. 10 for separate discussion. She inquired if Item No. 10 

is solely a checklist of requirements or is it to install additional charging stations. Director Schindler 
stated the item being brought forth tonight is to introduce the topic for a public hearing at the next 
scheduled City Council Meeting. He stated the State of California passed Assembly Bill 1236 with the 
goal to expedite the approval process of the installation of any future charging stations.  

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa asked how long the current approval process takes. Director Schindler 

stated the approval process time can vary based on the scope of work and could take upto four 
months. If this item is approved by Council this evening the length of time would be reduced by 50 
percent.  
 

It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and carried 4-0-
1, with Council Member Rodriguez excused to introduce an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Downey adding Section 8986 (“Electric Vehicle Charging Systems”) to Chapter 11 (Downey Green 
Building Standards Code) of Article VIII (“Building Regulations”) of the Downey Municipal Code. 

 
11. GRADING REGULATIONS AND MUNICIPAL CODE UPDATES: Community Development.  
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INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY 
AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY  SECTION 8730 (“GRADING REGULATIONS”) OF ARTICLE 
VIII (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”) OF CHAPTER 8 (“FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT, 
GRADING AND PAVING”) BY ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2019 CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING CODE APPENDIX J WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS;  ADDING SECTION 8999.18 
TO ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”), CHAPTER 13 (“DOWNEY RESIDENTIAL 
CODE”) OF THE DOWNEY MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDING SECTION R401.4 OF THE 2019 
EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE; AND  ADDING SUBSECTION 
8999.44.5 TO SECTION  8999.44 (“VIOLATIONS”) OF ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING 
REGULATIONS”), CHAPTER 14 (“DOWNEY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING AND HOUSING 
CODE”) OF THE DOWNEY MUNICIPAL CODE 
 

 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa pulled Item No. 11 for separate discussion. She stated the City Council 
approved the adoption of the 2019 Edition of the California Residential Code earlier this year and 
requested staff provide additional information on the item to the City Council. Director Schindler stated 
the item being brought forth tonight is to introduce the topic for a public hearing at the next scheduled 
City Council Meeting. He stated staff conducted review of the current code and identified this item 
requires an update to include the current technology being used by the industry.  

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa inquired if Section R401.4 for ADA’s and additions to existing single 

family residences would be impacted. Director Schindler stated the update would expedite the permit 
process. 

 
 City Manager Livas stated the update would not have a negative impact on residential zoning.  
 
 Council Member Saab inquired how the City Prosecutor became involved in this process. 

Director Schindler stated the particular site contains legal construction without permits and much of the 
activity relates to grading and the compaction rates in terms as to what the site will be able to support in 
the future. Staff wants to ensure the calculations are accurate when the Department is notified of 
projects that occurred without permits. 

 
 It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and carried 4-0-
1, with Council Member Rodriguez excused to introduce an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Downey amending in its entirety Section 8730 (“Grading Regulations”) of Article VIII (“Building 
Regulations”) of Chapter 8 (“Floodplain Management, Grading and Paving”) by adopting by reference 
the 2019 California Building Code Appendix J with local amendments;  adding Section 8999.18 to 
Article VIII (“Building Regulations”), Chapter 13 (“Downey Residential Code”) of the Downey Municipal 
Code amending Section R401.4 of the 2019 Edition of the California Residential Code; and  adding 
Subsection 8999.44.5 to Section  8999.44 (“Violations”) of Article VIII (“Building Regulations”), Chapter 
14 (“Downey Administrative Building and Housing Code”) of the Downey Municipal Code. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

 
13. ADOPTED A VETERANS MEMORIAL POLICY FOR THE LISTING OF VETERAN NAMES ON 

THE CITY’S VETERANS MEMORIAL OUTSIDE OF CITY HALL: Administration. 
 
 Assistant to the City Manager De Rojas presented the staff report for Item No. 12. She provided 
a brief history of the City’s commitment to honor Veterans. She stated the City’s Veterans Memorial 
was dedicated November 12, 2012, with the name of a Centenarian World War II Veteran. She stated 
staff surveyed 10 surrounding cities regarding their Veterans Memorial Policy and learned that none 
had an official policy in place regarding the placement of names on their Veterans Memorial. Staff 
found the majority of the cities have a consistent practice and two cities had an application process, the 
Veteran must be a resident of the City and died in combat while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.   
 
  Council Member Ashton inquired if staff contacted other organizations engaged with the City’s 
Veterans affairs. Assistant to the City Manager De Rojas confirmed the City had only contacted 
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surrounding cities to inquire about Veterans Memorial policies. Council Member Ashton recommended 
staff engage other local Veteran organizations for their participation and input prior to moving forward 
with adopting a policy.  
 
  Council Member Saab asked if there were any fees associated with the application and if the 
residency requirement of five years is accrued over their lifetime. Assistant to the City Manager De 
Rojas stated staff identified some cities do charge a fee for the cost of the plaque or bricks in their 
Veterans Memorial plazas and confirmed staff is not recommending any fees. She stated the five year 
residency requirement would be accrued. 
 
  Mayor Pro Tem Frometa inquired of the 10 cities contacted was this the main criteria for their 
applications. Assistant to the City Manager De Rojas confirmed the main requirements for the 10 cities’ 
process were reviewed and the main criteria was incorporated into the policy brought forth tonight.  
 
  Mayor Pro Tem Frometa stated she is satisfied with staff’s due diligence and that their research 
is thorough. She moved to approve staff’s recommendations. 
   
   Mayor Pacheco agreed that staff conducted sufficient research to draft the policy to honor 
Veterans and seconded the motion. She asked staff to identify additional possible locations where 
Veterans can be honored.  
 
  Council Member Saab stated Council Member Rodriguez requested this item and he 
recommended the item be brought back at a future meeting when Council Member Rodriguez is 
present. 
 
  City Manager Livas confirmed meeting with Council Member Rodriguez regarding the item and 
said he was in agreement to proceed with the item as it is being presented. He stated one of the 
challenges staff identified is the memorial does not have a large space. The policies of the other cities 
also fell in line with not having sufficient space to honor every Veteran therefore we lead to honor the 
Veterans that died in combat. He stated the policy is essentially the same as the policy for the Fire and 
Police Memorials honoring the individuals that have passed during active duty. He stated staff has 
discussed reaching out to the Cemetery to see if requests that do not meet the City’s criteria could have 
a potential alternative location where they can be honored.  
 

 Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 
would like to comment on Item No. 13. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there were any 
written comments received on Item No. 13. Mayor Pacheco asked if there was anyone present who 
would like to comment on Item No. 13. 

 
 Non-resident, no name provided, commented in support of honoring the fallen soldiers. She 

thanked the City Council and staff for their continued efforts to maintain this beautiful City.  
 
 Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding additional resources for Veterans to prevent 

homeless and substance abuse. 
 
 Mike Greenspan, non-resident, commented regarding Veteran suicide and homeless 

prevention; and, in support of Item No. 13.  
 
 Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented in opposition of Item No. 13, and political 

figures. He commented regarding the development of affordable housing and programs to address 
mental health issues for Veterans. 

 
 Joey Martinez, resident, commented in opposition of Item No. 13, and in support of the 

providing programs for housing and mental health issues for Veterans.  
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 Brian Heyman, resident, commented to thank the City Council for their support of Veterans and 
various local Veteran organizations and in support of Item No. 13.  

 
Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pacheco closed public comment. 
 

  It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, seconded by Mayor Pacheco and carried 4-0-1, with 
Council Member Rodriguez excused to adopt a Veterans Memorial Policy for the listing of Veteran 
names on the City’s Veterans Memorial outside of City Hall. 

 
14. PROVIDED DIRECTION TO STAFF REGARDING THE CLOSURE OF DOWNEY AVE. 

BETWEEN 2ND AND 3RD ST.: Community Development.   
 

Mayor Pacheco abstained from Item No. 14, due to the close proximity to her place of business 
and left the dais.  

 
Director Schindler presented the staff report for Item No. 14. He provided a brief history 

regarding the implementation of the street closure of Downey Ave. between 2nd and 3rd St. in response 
to the County of L.A. “Safer at Work and in the Community for Control of COVID-19” order prohibiting 
indoor dining and the 60 day update report on the Outdoor Dining Program. He presented an overview 
of the Outdoor Dining Program’s requirements and restrictions, the three businesses currently utilizing 
the program and update regarding the Downey Police Departments 21 calls for service. He said Code 
Enforcement received three calls and stated staff’s is in constant communication with the Downtown 
Downey Association. 

 
Council Member Saab inquired if the 21 Police Department phone calls are typical or were the 

calls higher than usual during the 60 day timeframe. Director Schindler stated the 21 calls were 
received roughly within the 60 day timeframe. Chief Milligan confirmed the period was from July 25 
through September 20, 2020. He stated the number of calls were slightly lower than the number of calls 
received in the previous year during the same timeframe.  

 
Council Member Saab asked what the subject matter was on the Code Enforcement calls. 

Director Schindler stated the calls were for outdoor television, a L.A. County Health violation of 
restaurant/bar not following the COVID-19 provisions, and for speakers posted on a public post.    

 
Director Schindler stated the Downtown Downey Association conducted a business survey and 

reported eight were returned with four supporting the street closure and four opposed. In general, the 
businesses located on the southside of Downey Ave. were opposed to the closure due to the lack of 
parking and ability to gain access to the buildings. The businesses to the north of Downey Ave. did not 
oppose the street closure. He stated the Downtown Downey Association’s Board held a meeting in 
September to discuss at length the street closure; and, the Board motioned to open Downey Ave. and 
work with City staff on the size of their parklets. They coordinate ingress and egress. He reported the 
businesses expressed concern regarding the size of parklets, the west side of the street is angled 
parking, allowing for deeper parklet sizes, versus the east side, which has parallel parking. Staff did 
research their concerns by either visiting or contacting cities that allow for parklets and found the 
similarity with regards to the east side parking as a natural layout in most cities.  

 
Council Member Saab inquired which cities were visited. Director Schindler stated staff visited 

San Pedro, Long Beach, Seal Beach and Belmont Shores.  
 
Director Schindler stated Council Member Ashton requested staff to research the possibility of 

the installation of bollards at the July 28, 2020 City Council Meeting. He stated the bollards could 
provide the ability to open and close Downey Ave. frequently and readily a lot more easily rather than 
the use of k-rails. Staff received bids for bollards to be installed on Downey Ave at 2nd and 3rd St. The 
manual bollards were approximately $65 thousand and the automatic bollards, rising and retracting at 
the touch of a button, were approximately $145 thousand. He stated staff is seeking direction as to how 
to proceed. He provided options as continuing to leave Downey Ave. closed with k-rails, re-open 
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Downey Ave. with pre-Covid conditions or re-open Downey Ave. utilizing parklets and run k-rails along 
the entire street on each side allowing individual parklets for the store fronts. Staff has continued to 
assess the Covid funding and identified an opportunity to provide assistance in either the reconstruction 
of the existing parklets or installation of new parklets.  

 
Council Member Saab inquired as to the number of vehicles that utilize Downey Ave. daily. 

Director Consunji stated the average number of vehicles that drive through Downey Ave. pre-Covid are 
approximately 12,500 which now utilize alternative routes.   

 
  Council Member Saab inquired if businesses are able to utilize the sidewalks. Director Schindler 
stated sidewalks are currently being utilized and provide the required 48 inches clearance to maintain 
the Americans with Disabilities Act compliant.   
 
 City Manager Livas stated two businesses have enclosed patios on the sidewalk in front of the 
business. He stated for the cities that have a lot of restaurants in one common location those cities 
have set up a community outdoor eating area.  
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa stated the City realizes the difficulty imposed on the businesses to 
navigate financially while balancing the health aspect to ensure the public’s safety. She stated that the 
pedestrian traffic is higher in the ladder part of the evening and she would prefer option no. 3 to reopen 
to allow for vehicle traffic with parklets. 
 
 City Manager Livas stated staff has been conscientious of the needs of the businesses while 
balancing public health issues. The reason the City has not allowed outdoor television or music is the 
idea of an outdoor dining experience is to serve food and turn tables so patrons do not linger in a 
common area. He recommended the option to open Downey Ave. and allow for outdoor dining guarded 
by k-rails to ensure the public’s safety. He mentioned that the businesses that do not have the 
wherewithal to reopen may apply for financial assistance through the CARES Act. He stated staff will 
enforce violations of those businesses that did not build their parklets up to code. 
 
 Council Member Saab inquired how many businesses are in the District. Director Schindler 
stated there are 58 retail businesses in the District.  
 
 Council Member Ashton stated ultimately safety is the priority and he asked if Downey Ave. 
were to be reopened what measures would staff take to ensure patrons’ safety. He asked if additional 
signage can be posted to detour drivers from dropping off passengers. City Manager Livas stated k-
rails would be installed along the entire street in front of the parklets to protect the patrons.  
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa inquired if the Farmer’s Market would return to Downey Ave. City 
Manager Livas stated the Farmer’s Market has been successful at its current location and prefers not to 
return to Downey Ave.  
   

 Mayor Pro Tem Frometa asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line 
who would like to comment on Item No. 14. Mayor Pro Tem Frometa asked City Clerk Duarte if there 
were any written comments received on Item No. 14. Mayor Pro Tem Frometa asked if there was 
anyone present who would like to comment on Item No. 14. 
 

Wayne Spindler, non-resident, commented in opposition to outdoor dining and the street 
closure.  

 
Simon, resident and business owner of Joseph’s Bar and Grill, commented in opposition to re-

opening Downey Ave. He commented regarding the benefits of the street closure to allow businesses 
to reopen and employees to return to work.   

 
Mario Trujillo, resident, commented in support of reopening Downey Ave. with the installation of 

bollards on Friday evening and removed Sunday to allow for traffic during the week.  
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Mike Greenspan, non-resident, commented in support of the installation of manual bollards to 

allow for evening street closures.  
 
Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding COVID-19’s impact on businesses and in 

opposition to the closure of Downey Ave.  
 

Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented regarding conflict of interests and political 
figures. 
 

Joey Martinez, resident, commented regarding funding for local business owners.  
 

Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa closed public comment. 
  
 Council Member Ashton inquired should Downey Ave. be reopened and parklets allowed what 
timeframe would be allowed for businesses to modify the existing parklets. City Manager Livas stated it 
would be at the Council’s discretion, possibly 30 days.  
 
 Council Member Saab requested staff return with an update in 60 days.   
 
 It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, seconded by Council Member Ashton, and carried 3-
1-1, with Mayor Pacheco abstaining and Council Member Rodriguez excused to reopen Downey Ave. 
with parklets, allow three weeks for businesses to modify existing parklets, and request an update from 
staff in 60 days.  
 

City Attorney Abich Garcia stated based on the direction provided she will work with City 
Manager Livas to repeal the emergency order that ordered the closure of Downey Ave.  

      
15. EXTENSION OF URGENCY ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON 

EVICTIONS OF COMMERCIAL TENANTS IMPACTED BY COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND RENT 
REPAYMENT PERIOD: City Manager/City Attorney. 

 
ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 20-1451, AN UNCODIFIED URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 8634 AND DOWNEY CITY CHARTER SECTIONS 511 AND 514 
EXTENDING THE TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS OF COMMERCIAL 
TENANTS FOR NONPAYMENT OF RENT RESULTING FROM LOSS OF INCOME DUE TO 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND RENT REPAYMENT PERIOD; AND SETTING FORTH THE 
FACTS CONSTITUTING SUCH URGENCY 
 
City Attorney Abich Garcia presented the staff report. She stated the City’s current Ordinance 

which established a temporary moratorium on evictions of commercial tenants; and a rent repayment 
period is due to expire September 30, 2020. She stated Governor Newsome signed into law Assembly 
Bill (AB) 3088 which provides some specific protection to residential renters and no protection for 
commercial tenants. Tonight staff recommends the City Council consider approving an extension until 
January 31, 2021 to coincide with the residential protection in AB 3088. 

 
Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 

would like to comment on Item No. 15. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there were any 
written comments received on Item No. 15. Mayor Pacheco asked if there was anyone present who 
would like to comment on Item No. 15. 

 
Alexandria Contreras, resident, commented in support of Item No. 15. 
 
Wayne Spindler, non-resident, commented in support of providing protection for commercial 

property owners.  
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Armando Herman, resident, commented in opposition of Item No. 15. He commented regarding 
rental assistance for residential tenants, programs to eliminate homelessness, surge of homelessness, 
and political leaders.  

 
Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented in support of Item No. 15, rental assistance 

and rent cancellation. 
 
Joey Martinez, resident, commented in opposition of providing funding for commercial tenants, 

in support of programs to assist residential tenants and homeowners, and AB 3088.  
 
City Attorney Abich Garcia clarified AB 3088 does not provide protection for commercial 

tenants, the City has an Ordinance in place providing commercial tenant protection which is due to 
expire. She stated tonight’s item is to provide the City Council the option to extend the Ordinance.  

 
Council Member Saab inquired if funding to assist commercial tenants is included the 

ordinance. City Attorney Abich Garcia confirmed no funding is associated with this item, it is merely an 
extension of the existing ordinance, an eviction moratorium with a repayment provision.  

 
Having no one else come forward, Mayor Pacheco closed public comment. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and carried 4-0-
1 with Council Member Rodriguez excused to adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 20-1451, an Uncodified 
Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Downey pursuant to California Government Code 
Section 8634 and Downey City Charter Sections 511 and 514 extending the temporary Moratorium on 
evictions of commercial tenants for nonpayment of rent resulting from loss of income due to the COVID 
-19 Pandemic and rent repayment period; and setting forth the facts constituting such urgency.  

 
16. URGENCY ORDINANCE TO MAKE THE REQUIRED FINDINGS CONSISTENT WITH 

ASSEMBLY BILL 3088 TO PRESERVE RENT REPAYMENT PERIOD FOR RESIDENTIAL 
TENANTS IMPACTED BY COVID-19 FINANCIAL IMPACTS: City Manager/City Attorney.  
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 20-1452, AN UNCODIFIED URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 8634 AND DOWNEY CITY CHARTER SECTIONS 511 AND 514 AMENDING 
THE RENT REPAYMENT PERIOD SET FORTH IN ORDINANCE NO. 20-1445 BY MAKING 
THE REQUIRED FINDINGS CONSISTENT WITH ASSEMBLY BILL 3088; AND SETTING 
FORTH THE FACTS CONSTITUTING SUCH URGENCY 

 
City Attorney Abich Garcia presented the staff report. She stated on September 1, 2020 

Governor Newsome signed into law Assembly Bill (AB) 3088 and provided a brief summary of the 
legislation and how it applies to residential tenants. She stated under the new law there are two periods 
that residential renters must meet to receive eviction protection, the period between March 1, 2020 
through April 31, 2020 the tenant needs to submit a hardship declaration signed by the tenant under 
penalty of perjury that attests that the tenant could not pay rent during that period of time due to Covid-
19 related financial hardship. The other period starts September 1, 2020 through January 31, 2021, 
during this period the tenant must submit the hardship declaration signed under penalty of perjury and 
will be required to pay 25 percent of the rent due during that period of time by January 31, 2021. Due to 
the provision in AB 3088 the law prohibits the City from extending the City’s current moratorium. The 
City encourages the residents follow the State’s law to continue to have eviction protection and the 
City’s website provides links to frequently asked questions about the new law and links for the County 
of Los Angeles’s legal assistance programs for tenants. She stated for the residential renters’ 
moratorium in place the City must let it expire on September 30, 2020. She stated effective March 1, 
2021, AB 3088 includes a provision allowing landlords to initiate small claims in court against tenants 
that have not paid their rent. However, AB 3088 does have an option for tenants in Cities that already 
had a repayment ordinance in place prior to March 1, 2021 ending by March 31, 2022 then the city is 
able to preserve the ordinance and allow tenants an alternative option. She confirmed the City of 
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Downey does have a repayment period in place that does not conflict with AB 3088. Staff recommends 
the City Council make the finding required under the new State law so the repayment provision is 
preserved providing a tenant two months to repay rent for every month of unpaid rent for the period of 
April 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020.       

 
Mayor Pro Tem Frometa inquired how the 25 percent repayment requirement will affect the 

City’s repayment provision in the City’s Ordinance. City Attorney Abich Garcia stated the 25 percent 
starts September 1, 2020 through January 31, 2021, it is prospective.  

 
Mayor Pro Tem Frometa acknowledged the information is on the City’s website and she 

requested the information be provided on all social media platforms. Assistant City Manager De Rojas 
stated staff is working to provide a graphic to explain the timeframe for a visual understanding of the 
State law and the City’s Ordinances to simplify the language. 

 
Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there was anyone on the teleconference line who 

would like to comment on Item No. 16. Mayor Pacheco asked City Clerk Duarte if there were any 
written comments received on Item No. 16. Mayor Pacheco asked if there was anyone present who 
would like to comment on Item No. 16. 

 
Wayne Spindler, non-resident, commented regarding residential rental protection and rental 

repayment assistance.  
 
Alex Contreras, resident, commented in support of Item No. 16 and stronger rental protection. 
 
Armando Herman, resident, commented regarding rental assistance for residential tenants, 

extending the repayment period and political leaders. 
 
Non-resident, no name provided, commented in support of Item No. 16, political leaders, and 

the homeless crisis. 
 
Rodolfo Cortes Barragan, non-resident, commented in support of Item No. 16, rental 

assistance for tenants, and rental forgiveness. 
 
City Attorney Abich Garcia stated AB 3088 is clear that rents are not to be forgiven and 

provides a provision that allows landlords to collect past due rent through small claim action. The Bill is 
clear that there is no intent to forgive rent and for the City to contradict the law would place the City in a 
legal liability. Only the State can change the law.  

 
Joey Martinez, resident, commented regarding political leaders, additional fees to tenants 

experiencing financial hardship, residential protection and additional time to repay rent. 
 
City Attorney Abich Garcia clarified AB 3088 is a State law passed by the Legislature it is not 

passed by the Downey City Council and the City of Downey must abide by State law.  
 
Having no one else, Mayor Pacheco closed public comment. 
 
Council Member Ashton asked for clarification regarding staff’s recommendation to incorporate 

the City’s rent repayment option into the new law proposed by the State. City Attorney Abich Garcia 
confirmed the City is trying to preserve the repayment provision adopted by the City Council.   

 
It was moved by Council Member Saab, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa and carried 4-0-

1 with Council Member Rodriguez excused to adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 20-1452, an Uncodified 
Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Downey pursuant to California Government Code 
Section 8634 and Downey City Charter Sections 511 and 514 amending the rent repayment period set 
forth in Ordinance No. 20-1445 by making the required findings consistent with Assembly Bill 3088; and 
setting forth the facts constituting such urgency. 
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STAFF MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

Mayor Pacheco adjourned the Regular City Council meeting at 11:17 p.m. in memory of Senior 
Airman Jason Khai Phan, 26, of Anaheim who was supporting Operation Inherent Resolve; Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; and, the lives lost due to 
COVID-19. 

 
 
 

              
MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC   BLANCA PACHECO  
City Clerk       Mayor  
 
 
 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































ATTACHMENT A
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LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
TO THE 2020-2022 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

DOWNEY AND THE DOWNEY FIRE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION  
EFFECTIVE:  10/13/20 

 
 This letter memorializes an agreement reached between the City of Downey (“City”) and 
the Downey Fire Management Association (“DFMA”) to change the 2020-2022 Memorandum 
of Understanding (“MOU”) entered into between the City and DFMA.  All other terms and 
conditions of the existing MOU shall remain in full force and effect.  The changes are as 
follows: 
 
Article III shall be revised with the following:  
 
ARTICLE III 
 
BASIC COMPENSATION PLAN 

Section 3. Eligibility for Merit Salary Advancement 
 

A. Progression within the Salary Range. The minimum salary in the range would be 
appropriate for a new employee who minimally satisfied job requirements. The top of the range 
is reserved for employees who perform at the highest level of proficiency expected. In a 
promotional situation, the employee will receive a salary at least equivalent to his prior rate.  
 

Employees, both upon appointment and during the course of their employment, may 
receive any salary amount not to exceed the maximum of their range. Generally, a new 
employee is not considered for a merit increase before twelve (12) months of employment. 
Thereafter, employees will be reviewed for merit salary increases annually in conjunction with 
the employee’s anniversary date. However, employees will not be considered for merit 
increases after reaching the end of the respective salary range. Employees may be granted 
merit salary adjustments more frequently than every twelve months with prior City Manager 
approval. 

 
In an effort to promote succession planning as the Fire Chief position requires a 

Bachelor’s degree, effective October 13, 2020 through December 31, 2023, all employees that 
are appointed to classification of Battalion Chief during this time period shall be required to 
either possess a Bachelor’s degree or obtain a Bachelor’s degree within the first three (3) 
years after appointment as a requirement for the position.  Employees appointed to the 
classification of Battalion Chief during this time period shall not be allowed to advance beyond 
step “C” of the salary range until they have obtained a Bachelor’s degree in accordance with 3-
year timeframe set forth in this paragraph.  Effective January 1, 2024, all employees appointed 
to the classification of Battalion Chief shall be required to possess a minimum of a Bachelor’s 
degree at the time of appointment as a requirement for the position. 
 

The sole consideration in the granting of merit increases shall be job performance, as 
indicated in a detailed corresponding Management Performance Evaluation Report. The 
following shall apply in the granting of such merit salary increases. 
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1. Merit salary adjustments for members of this Association shall be made with the 
recommendation and approval of the Fire Chief. 
 

2. Merit adjustments must be approved by the City Manager. The Fire Chief will 
provide the evaluation and proposed merit adjustment to the City Manager prior 
to giving it to the employee. 
 

3. The amount of merit salary adjustment shall be directly related to the employee’s 
progress in satisfying performance expectations. Generally employees, rated as 
having satisfactory performance, will receive a minimum increase of five and 
one-half percent (5.5%). Adjustments up to ten percent (10%) within the salary 
range are permitted. Also, while salary adjustments will normally involve 
increases, reductions may be made in instances of unsatisfactory performance. 

 
4. After an employee reaches the top of the salary range, the level of proficiency 

appropriate to that salary rate must be maintained or the employee’s salary may 
drop below the maximum. This may occur through a direct salary reduction or the 
employee may not be granted increases which may be possible due to 
adjustments in the range. 

 
5. Salary ranges for Assistant Chief and Battalion Chief shall be adjusted at such 

time as the City grants cost-of-living adjustments to the rank-and-file employees 
unless the City Council directs to the contrary. The amount of such cost-of-living 
adjustments granted to the management classifications will be no less than that 
granted to the Firemen’s Association. In such instances where salary ranges are 
increased for cost-of-living purposes, the individual employee salaries will be 
increased in proportion to the amount of the range adjustment, provided that for 
reasons of unsatisfactory performance an individual employee may be denied 
such an adjustment. All salary range adjustments shall require the adoption of a 
resolution by the City Council. 

 

 
IT IS SO AGREED:     DATE: ___________ 
 
CITY OF DOWNEY 
 
_____________________________ 
John Oskoui, Assistant City Manager 
 
DOWNEY FIRE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION  
 
____________________________________ 

 
____________________________________ 
 


























	00. Agenda - CC - 10-13-20
	RICK RODRIGUEZ
	ALEX SAAB          PARTICIPATING BY
	TELECONFERENCE:
	ROLL CALL:  Council Members Ashton, Rodriguez, Saab, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, Mayor Pacheco
	CALL TO ORDER THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – 6:30 P.M.
	ROLL CALL:  Council Members Ashton, Rodriguez, Saab, Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, Mayor Pacheco
	PRESENTATIONS
	1. Mayor’s Impact Award to Downey City Employees Maria Rivas, Juddy Montenegro, Vaniah De Rojas and Rakdy Khlok.
	2. Certificate of Appointment to Michael Murray, Independent Citizens Oversight Board, District 1.
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
	NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT
	This portion provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items within the jurisdiction of the Council and not listed on the agenda. It is requested, but not required, that you state your name, address and subject matter upon which...
	CONSENT CALENDAR
	All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are to be approved with one motion unless a Council Member requests an item be removed. Removed items will be considered following approval of the Consent Calendar.
	1. View the City Council meeting live stream at:

	01. Consider & Apprv CDBG Covid-19 Resident & Business Assist Programs
	02. Adopt Ord Adding Section 8986 Electric Vehicle Charging Systems to DMC Chpt 11
	03. Adopt Ord Amend Sec 8730 Grading Reg, Art VIII, DMC Chpt 8 by Adpt 2019 CA Bldg Code Appen J w-Local Amds
	04a. Minutes - 09-22-20 - Special Meeting
	MINUTES OF THE
	CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY
	SPECIAL MEETING
	SEPTEMBER 22, 2020
	The City Council of the City of Downey held a Special City Council Meeting on September 22, 2020, at 5:36 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the Downey City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Avenue, Downey, California, with Mayor Pacheco presiding.
	PRESENT:  Council Members:
	Blanca Pacheco  Mayor
	Claudia M. Frometa   Mayor Pro Tem
	Sean Ashton    Council Member (teleconference)
	Rick Rodriguez  Council Member (excused)
	Alex Saab   Council Member (excused)
	It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Frometa, seconded by Council Member Ashton, and carried 3-0-2 with Council Members Rodriguez and Saab excused to approve the Closed Session Minutes of September 8, 2020.
	PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS
	RECESSED TO CLOSED SESSION
	Mayor Pacheco announced the City Council is recessing to Closed Session at 5:49 p.m. to discuss matters under the authority of the following sections of the Government Code:
	MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC   BLANCA PACHECO
	City Clerk       Mayor

	04b. Minutes - 09-22-20 - Regular Meeting
	MINUTES OF THE
	CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY
	REGULAR MEETING
	SEPTEMBER 22, 2020
	The City Council of the City of Downey held a Regular City Council Meeting on September 22, 2020, at 6:41 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the Downey City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Avenue, Downey, California, with Mayor Pacheco presiding.
	PRESENT:  Council Members:
	Blanca Pacheco  Mayor
	Claudia M. Frometa   Mayor Pro Tem
	Sean Ashton    Council Member (teleconference)
	Rick Rodriguez  Council Member (excused)
	Alex Saab   Council Member
	1. Mayor Pacheco presented Certificates of Recognition to the Los Angeles County Library; and, the Downey Police and Public Works Departments for their assistance in the Mega Food Drive 2020.
	2. Presentation to the City Council regarding an update of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
	PUBLIC HEARINGS: None.
	NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT
	CONSENT CALENDAR
	Non-resident, no name provided, commented regarding Item Nos. 3 and 7. She commended Director Consunji for his attentiveness and responsiveness to residents.
	INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY  SECTION 8730 (“GRADING REGULATIONS”) OF ARTICLE VIII (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”) OF CHAPTER 8 (“FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT, GRADING AND PAVING”) BY ADOPTING BY REFEREN...
	MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC   BLANCA PACHECO
	City Clerk       Mayor

	05. Warrant Register - 10-13-20
	Warrant Register1 - 10-13-20
	Warrant Register2 - 10-13-20

	06. CIP 16-05 - Apprv Plans & Specs-Auth Solicitation to Bid-Telegraph Traffic throughput & Safety Enhance Proj Phs 2
	4413_001
	4413_019
	4413_032
	4413_048
	4413_066

	07. CIP17-01-Apprv PSAs w-Ninyo Moore & Stearns, Conrad & Schmidt-Environmental Remediation Svc-9255 Imperial
	4410_001
	4410_033

	08. Misc Proj No. 340-Awrd Contract to Legend Pump & Well Services, Inc. - Well No. 12 Rehab
	09. Apprv PSA w-J.K. Designs, Inc. to Design, Fabricate & Install Public Art at Downey Theatre Plaza
	10. Apprv PSA w-Dudek for Preparation of Street Tree Master Plan
	11. Adopt Reso Adopting Side Ltr Agmt to the 2020-2022 MOU w-DFMA
	ARTICLE III
	BASIC COMPENSATION PLAN

	12. Apprv a Downtown Downey Parklet Grant Program
	13. Auth Donation of Two Decommissioned Ambulances to Ensenada & Rio Hondo Fire Academy
	14. Apprv the Donation of One Golf Foursome to the Rotary Club to Benefit The ARC



