
O 
DRIV EWA YS 

n ly one drive way is per mi tt ed for 
each single famil y residential par­

cel. All dr ive wa ys sha ll comply with th e 
follo wi ng maximum widths in the front 
or street sid e s e tbac ks. : 

< 30' 2' wider than the garage 
door or 18', whichever is 
greater 

~ O' Minimum 10', maximum 
12' (maximum only applies 
in front yard) 

Garage door not 
parallel to front 
property line 

Maximum 12' at property 
line 

Additionally, a back up triangle on the garage 
side 

closest to the :------ --- -.-.. - ----. - --- ---­

residence ! 
shall be I~.JI / Cenler of Garage Door
 

required as i
 
depicted in :
 
Figure 3. !
 
The sight !
 
area shall be i
 
free from i
 
visual and :
 
physical I
 
obstructions. i
 

T he j I I tJco;a.!
 
driveway shall be constructedout of one of
 

the following materials:
 

•	 Portland cement concrete 
•	 Stampedand/or coloredconcrete 

•	 Brick 
•	 Pavers 
•	 Other comparable materials which may be 

approved by the City Planner 

IM PORTANT NOTE 

The inf ormation contained within this brochure is a 
summary ofthe R-1 zone development standards. 
Please ref er to the City ofDowney Municipal Code 
(available on the City 's website) for additional stan­
dards that may apply to your proj ect. Prior to be­
ginning design, it is recommended that yo u contact 
the City 's Planning Division to discuss your project. 

Other departments may have additional require­
ments. Please contact the following departments to 
determine any requirements they may have: 

Building and Safety - (562) 904-7142 
Fire Department- (562) 904-7345 
Public Works Engineering-s- (562) 904- 7110 

For more information, please contact the City of
 
Downey Planning Division at (562) 904-7154.
 

Community DevelopmentDepartment 
PlanningDivision 
IIIII Brookshire Avenue 
Downey.CA90211 

Phone: (562)90-4-7154 
Fax:(562) 622-4816 
www.downeyca.org 



Yard setbacks - minimum (feel) 
From (unless prevailing setback applies) 
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rear 20 20 20 20 20 20 
side 

interior (First Floor) 
interior (Second Floor) 

each side/total of both sides 511 5 5/ 15 5/ 15 5/15 5/15 10125 
street 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Dwelling unit size - minimum (square feel) 
one ( I) bedroom 700 700 700 700 700 700 
two (2) bedroom 850 850 850 850 850 850 
three (3) bedroom 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 
four (4) bedroom 1,300 1,300 1,300 1,300 1,300 1,300 
more than four (4) bedrooms 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 

Building separa tion - minimum (feet) 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Lot depth - minimum (feel) Lots shall conform to the average depth of adjacent lots 

Floorarea ratio 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.60 

Building height - maximum (feet) 
main building 28 28 28 28 30 30 
accessory building 12 12 12 12 12 12 

Maximum 2'" floor footprint/ l" floor footprint 8oo!o 80% 8oo!o 8oo!o 8oo!o 90% 

Main building and detached garage separation - mini­
mum (feel)
 

F 
PREVAILING SETBACKS 

or properties identified on the Pre­
vailing Setback map, the larger of the 

prevailing setback or minimum setback for 
the zane shall apply. (see Figures I and 2) [] IQV I ~ 
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N 
FLOOR FRONT SETB ACKS 
o more than forty (40) percent of a second­
story facade may occur at the specified first 

floor front setback. Remaining portions of the 
second story shall be setback a minimum of an 
additional five (5) feet. 

A 
FLOOR AREA RATIO BONUS 

0.05 FAR bonus may be provided for using 
renewable energy sources on the residence. 

To qualify, at least fifty (SO) percent of a parcel's 
annual energy requirements must be obtained 
through one ( I) component from each of the fol­
lowing: 
I.	 Either solar water heating or tankless water 

heater, and 
2.	 On-site solar photovoltaic or small wind en­

ergy system 

P 
PARKING 

ark ing sh all be provided within an 
enclosed gar age . The m in imum 

number of s pa ce s is as follo ws : 

Subject 
Property 

D 
Not included 
ind'~ 
pre~-ai llD&:sel . 

wD 
ii,D 

SQ.'" Foouct ur lI. bll, bl. A,., R<qul~d Porkl ~ _ 

2.999 s.f or len 2-cargarage 

3,000 s.f; 104,999 s.f l ..car garage 

5,000 s.f orgreater 4-Gargarage 

Bach parkin g space shall be a minimum 
10' wide by 20 ' deep , with a 2-car g a ­
rage hav ing an interior clearance of 
20 'x20' 

M 
FRONT YARD HARDSCAP E 

a ximu m allowable front yard h ard­
scape is as foll ows: 

• Lots les s than 60' w ide = 50 % 
• Lots 60 ' w ide or g r ea te r = 40 % 

Pleas e note that there must be a least 2' 
of landscaping between any parallel 
dri veway and walkway . 

N 
EQ UIPMENT 

o swimm ing pool, water heater, ai r 
conditioning, or other mechanical 

equipment shall be loc ated in any street 
setba ck o r wi thi n fi ve (5) feet of an in te­
rio r propert y l ine . Additionally , there 
shall be no roof mount ed equ ipment, ex­
cept small w ind energy systems , sol ar 
wat er heaters . so la r power , or other p as ­
sive solar energy sy stems. 

T 
EN CROA CHMENTS 

he foll owing ma y encroach into a 
setback : 

I.	 Eaves up to eighteen (18) inches. 
2.	 Architectur al features, excluding chimneys, up 

to six (6) inches. 
3.	 Uncovered steps and landings, six (6) inches . 

or less above finished grade, up to twelve (12) 
inches. 

4.	 Accessory structures up to Y, rear yard set­
back. 

HEIGHT EXCEPTIONS
T he following may exceed height limits:
 

I.	 Chimne ys up to 5' above height limit. 
2.	 Solar Systems up to 3' above height limit. 
3.	 Flag poles have maximum height ono' . 
4.	 Small Wind Energy Systems, based on CUP. 


