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6. Infrastructure Plan 
 
Adequate infrastructure and utility systems are essential components of this 
Specific Plan. Identified infrastructure systems will ensure that the project area 
supports anticipated development with essential utilities and services as efficiently 
as possible. All facilities will be developed to the standards of the service provider 
and as required by applicable government standards. This chapter defines the 
major components of water, sewage, storm water drainage, solid waste disposal, 
energy, and other essential facilities planned within or adjacent to the Specific 
Plan area. 
 

6.1  Water 
Potable water is provided to the Specific Plan area by the City of Downey Public 
Works Department. The Department oversees the operation and maintenance of 
twenty-nine (29) well sites, including twenty-one (21) active wells, two hundred 
and seventy-six (276) miles of water mains, four (4) water booster stations and a 
five-million-gallon water maintenance yard.  In previous years, the City has relied 
primarily on groundwater from the Central Basin for approximately 96 percent of 
its total annual water production, with recycled water and purchased water 
connections accounting for the remaining four percent. To ensure future water 
availability, groundwater recharge for the Central Basin is accomplished through 
import of purchased water from the Metropolitan Water District and recycled 
water from the Whittier and San Jose Treatment Plants to the Rio Hondo and San 
Gabriel River Spreading Grounds upstream of the City.  
 
The current water system consists of large twelve to twenty-four (12-24”) inch 
ductile iron transmission mains along most of the City’s major arterials, including 
Paramount Boulevard and Firestone Boulevard in the Specific Plan area.  These 
transmission mains move large volumes of water throughout the City into 
distribution mains, four to ten (4-10”) inch in size for delivery to the City’s customers 
and fire services.  Piping throughout the entire area is primarily composed of 
ductile iron or cast iron, and ranges in diameter from four to twenty-four (4-24”) 
inches.  Table 6.1 provides information on the size of existing pipes found under 
each major roadway in the Specific Plan area and proposed improvements 
identified in the City’s Water Master Plan.  
 
Table 6.1: Water Pipe Sizes by Roadway in the Specific Plan Area 
 

Street Existing Transmission Lines Future Improvements 
(Water Master Plan) 

Firestone Boulevard One 12” main, Two 4” mains No proposed improvements 
Second Street One 4” main No proposed improvements 
Third Street One 20” main, One  4” main No proposed improvements 

FACT: City of 
Downey Public 
Works 
Department 
oversees the 
operation and 
maintenance 
of 29 well sites. 
 

Table 6.1: 
Water Pipe 
Sizes by 
Roadway in 
the Specific 
Plan Area 
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Street Existing Transmission Lines Future Improvements 

(Water Master Plan) 

Fourth Street One 4” main 
Proposed phase II pipeline 
improvement – 8” (Fourth 

Street at Downey Avenue) 

Fifth Street  One 8” main 
Proposed phase II pipeline 

improvement – 10”  
(Parrot Avenue at Fifth Street) 

Seventh Street One 8” main No proposed improvements 
Civic Center Drive One 8” main No proposed improvements 
Downey Avenue One 10” main, One  4” main No proposed improvements 
New Street One 6” main No proposed improvements 

La Reina Avenue One 8” main 
Proposed phase I pipeline 

improvement - 12”  
(La Reina at Nance Avenue) 

Myrtle Avenue One 4” main No proposed improvements 
Paramount 
Boulevard One 24” main, One  8” main No proposed improvements 

 
The existing water lines are shown in Exhibit 6.1, Infrastructure Plan (Water).  
 

Exhibit 6.1: Infrastructure Plan (Water)  
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6.2  Sanitary Sewers 
Downtown Downey is located within the jurisdictional boundaries of the 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, District No. 2.  The Districts operate 
eleven (11) wastewater treatment facilities, ten (10) of which are classified as 
water reclamation plants. This system provides sewage treatment and disposal for 
residential, commercial, and industrial users. Wastewater generated within the 
Specific Plan area is treated at the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant located in 
the City of Carson, and the Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant located in the 
City of Cerritos, both of which are currently operating below their ultimate 
capacities. 
 
Public sewer mains exist under all major roadways in the Specific Plan area. Table 
6.2 provides information on the size of existing pipes found under each major 
roadway.  Typically, pipes are approximately three hundred (300’) feet in length 
(about the size of a city block) and may not be the same size for the entire length 
of the roadway. Often under one continuous street there may be pipes of varying 
sizes, indicating that upgrades may have been completed to allow for increase 
capacity or older smaller pipes replaced with newer, bigger pipes. Streets not 
shown do not currently have lines. The Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
has determined that capacity exists within the current conveyance system and 
the two plants to accommodate the ultimate build out of the proposed Specific 
Plan area, as outlined in the General Plan. Existing sewer lines are shown in Exhibit 
6.2, Infrastructure Plan (Sanitary Sewers).  
 
Table 6.2: Sanitary Sewer Pipe Sizes by Roadway in the Specific Plan Area 
 

Street Existing Sewer Lines 
Firestone Boulevard 8” and 15” Pipes 
Second Street 8” and 15” Pipes 
Third Street 8” Pipes 
Fourth Street 8” Pipes 
Fifth Street  8” Pipes 
Seventh Street 8” Pipes 
Downey Avenue 8” and 12” Pipes 
New Street 8” and 15” Pipes 
La Reina Avenue 8” Pipes 
Myrtle Avenue 8” Pipes 
Paramount Boulevard 8”, 10” and 15” Pipes 
 
 
 
 

Table 6.2: 
Sanitary Sewer 
Pipe Sizes by 
Roadway in 
the Specific 
Plan Area 
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Exhibit 6.2: Infrastructure Plan (Sanitary Sewers)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.3  Storm Water Drainage 
The City of Downey is currently divided into three drainage areas with respect to 
the three receiving water bodies that border the City.  Roughly half of the City, 
east of Downey Avenue, drains to the San Gabriel River.  The northwest quadrant 
of the City, north of Firestone Boulevard and west of Downey Avenue, generally 
drains towards the Rio Hondo River.  The remaining southwest portion of the City, 
south of Firestone Boulevard and west of Downey Avenue, drains to the Los 
Angeles River.   
 
As Downtown Downey is largely developed with few undeveloped infill areas, 
flood control is provided by a network of box culverts, underground storm drain 
pipes, and open channels.  The City of Downey, DPW, Storm Drain Maintenance 
Section, Utilities Division, is responsible for the maintenance, repair and cleaning 
of City owned catch basins, drainage culverts, dry wells, and storm water lift 
stations at the under passes on Imperial Highway and Paramount Boulevard (City 
of Downey, 2010). Main line storm drains and catch basins that are not owned by 
the City are primarily the responsibility of the Los Angeles County Department of 
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Public Works. These storm drain facilities have the capacity to convey surface 
runoff from a 100-year flood return frequency event. 
 
There are several large storm drains under Firestone Boulevard and Paramount 
Boulevard ranging from eighteen to thirty-six (18-36”) inches. There are shorter 
storm drains under several of the small cross streets including: Downey Avenue, 
Second Street, Third Street and Myrtle Avenue.  The established storm drainage 
system in Downtown is able to collect run-off and adequately direct it to an 
appropriate output area. Exhibit 6.3, Infrastructure Plan: Storm Drainage shows the 
existing storm water drain system in Downtown.   
 
Table 6.3: Storm Drainage Pipe Sizes by Roadway in the Specific Plan Area  
 

Street Existing Storm Drains 
Firestone Boulevard 15” Storm Drain 
Second Street 39” Storm Drain 
Seventh Street 33” Storm Drain 
Downey Avenue 18” and 36” Storm Drains 
Myrtle Avenue 36” Storm Drain 
Paramount Boulevard 24” and 36” Storm Drains 
 

Exhibit 6.3: Infrastructure Plan (Storm Drainage)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Table 6.3: 
Sanitary Sewer 
Pipe Sizes by 
Roadway in the 
Specific Plan 
Area 
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6.4  Solid Waste 
The City of Downey contracts with private waste haulers for the collection of all 
trash. As of 2010, CalMet Services, Inc. held the contract. Waste collected within 
the City is brought to the Downey Area Recycling and Transfer Facility (DART), 
which is owned by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County.  DART is 
located at 9770 Washburn Road in Downey and has a rate of disposal by CalMet 
of approximately 6,700 tons per month as of 2010. Waste materials are separated 
from recyclables, with the remaining waste materials taken to the Puente Hills 
Landfill in Whittier. 
 
Residents of Downey use curbside recyclables and green waste containers to 
increase diversion. CalMet distributes recycling information to customers to 
increase environmental awareness and discourage contamination.  In 2002, 
Downey had a diversion rate of 44%.  The City implements various outreach 
programs and is considering an ordinance to assist in achieving a 50% diversion 
rate goal.  Any development within the Specific Plan area is responsible for 
complying with City recycling programs and ordinances related to achieving the 
adopted diversion rates. 
 

6.5  Utilities 
This section includes specific information on the utilities and services provided to 
the Specific Plan area. Utilities described include: electricity, natural gas, 
telephone, and cable services.  
 

6.5.1  Electricity 

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) provides electricity to all businesses, 
residences, and institutions within the City of Downey. SCE has stated that it has 
facilities in the area and that electricity service to the Specific Plan area could be 
provided from existing facilities within in the City.   
 

6.5.2  Natural Gas 

The Southern California Gas Company provides natural gas to the Specific Plan 
area and has indicated that sufficient capacity exists within the existing 
infrastructure to accommodate the project.  Additional points of connection will 
be established when necessary.  
 

6.5.3  Telephone 

Telephone service is offered regionally by telecommunications companies such 
as Verizon, AT&T or Comcast. Telephone infrastructure and service will be installed 
as needed along with other utilities.  
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6.5.4  Cable 

Local cable franchises, including Time Warner Cable and Comcast Cable, 
provide cable television services to the Specific Plan area.  
 

6.6  Public Services 
This section includes specific information regarding the public services provided 
to the Specific Plan area. Public services provided include police protection, fire 
and paramedic services, public transportation, schools, libraries, and open 
space. 
 

6.6.1  Police Protection 

The Downey Police Department provides local 
law enforcement and police protection services.  
The Police Department operates from its 
headquarters at 10911 Brookshire Avenue, at City 
Hall within the Specific Plan area. The Police 
Department is comprised of 166 total employees, 
including 114 sworn officers.  To provide 
balanced enforcement, the City has been 
divided into six quadrants, and at least one 
officer is assigned to each area.  
 
 

6.6.2  Fire Protection and Paramedic Services 

The City of Downey Fire Department provides full-service fire protection and 
emergency medical services to the residents and businesses in Downtown.  The 
Department is responsible for 12.8 square miles of residential, commercial, and 
industrial uses, as well as open space brush area. The stations in Downey house 
four engines, one ladder truck, two paramedic rescue squads, one civilian 
ambulance squad, and one Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) vehicle.  These 
facilities are equipped to serve a resident population of over 100,000. For the 
Specific Plan project area, emergency first response is expected to come from 
the fire station located at 9900 Paramount about a mile and a half from City Hall. 
Emergency response times to Downtown are more than acceptable given the 
location of the fire station in comparison to the Specific Plan area. 

Image: A sign 
in downtown 
directing 
residents to the 
location of the 
Downey Police 
Department 
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6.6.3  Schools 

The Downey Unified School District 
provides educational services and 
facilities for students from 
kindergarten through twelfth 
grade. The District houses 
approximately 21,323 students in 
15 elementary, four junior high, 
and two comprehensive high 
schools.  In addition, the District 
operates a continuation high 
school/adult school and several 
specialized facilities for students 
with special needs. The Specific 
Plan area is assigned to Rio Hondo 
Elementary School which is approximately half a mile west of the Specific Plan 
boundary, and Gallatin Elementary School, which is located about a mile north of 
Downtown.  Middle school students would attend Griffiths Middle School (located 
approximately half a mile northwest of Downtown) or East Middle School 
(located a mile and a half southeast of Downtown). Warren High School is 
located less than a mile south of the Specific Plan area, and Downey High School 
is adjacent to the Specific Plan area on the east. The dividing line for attendance 
at the high schools runs through the Specific Plan area along Downey Avenue.  
 

6.6.4  Library Services 

The City of Downey has one public library, 
the Downey City Library, located in the 
Specific Plan area adjacent to City Hall. 
The library was constructed in 1958 and 
renovated in 1982 to meet the growing 
needs of the community. The Downey City 
Library offers access to approximately 
135,000 literary items.  Since 2005, library 
facilities have undergone significant 
upgrades in technology, including over 36 
publically accessible computers, and a 
new automated system to assist in library 
operations. The Library hosts programs to 
promote reading and learning for all ages and can serve as a focal point within 
Downtown.  
  

Link   
 
 

Image: 
Downey High 

School 
located west 

of the Specific 
Plan area 

 

Image: 
Downey Public 
Library located 

in the Civic 
Center land 

use district 
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6.6.5  Open Space 

The 2025 General Plan identifies a multitude of functions for open space that 
benefit the community, including park and recreation areas, recreational trails, 
conservation of natural and significant resources, buffers between land uses, and 
the preservation of scenic views. The City has identified a need for additional 
parks and recreational facilities to serve its growing population. The City’s goal is 
to provide 1.5 acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents. The Department of 
Parks and Recreation is responsible for the operation and maintenance of 106 
acres of active and passive open space. A large public open space near City 
Hall is planned, as are smaller pocket parks throughout Downtown.   
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