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Initial laws like SB 1069 and AB 2299
required cities to streamline ADU
approvals, limit local fees, and
standardize parking rules. Follow-up
laws like SB 229 and AB 494 (2017)
expanded these efforts to make
approvals even faster.

Early ADU State Laws
(2016–2017)

AB 68, SB 13, and AB 881 (2019),
removed barriers to ADU production
such as the provision of  replacement
parking for ADUs resulting from garage
conversions, reduced setback
requirements, and eliminated local
regulations that effectively prevented
ADUs of  at least 800 square feet. 

ADU State Laws Updates
(2019-2021)

Additional ADU Streamlining
Legislation
(2022-2024)

Recent legislation like SB 897, AB 2221,
and AB 2533 clarified objective design
standards, created paths to legalize
unpermitted units, and expanded ADU
options on multifamily lots. AB 1332
(2024) now requires cities to offer pre-
approved ADU plans to speed up
permitting.

Additional Flexibility for
Homeowners Introduced

SB 9 (2021) allows lot splits and
duplexes on single-family parcels which
can also include ADUs. The 2025 HCD
ADU Handbook confirms homeowners
can now build up to two ADUs on a
single-family lot (one conversion + one
new unit), plus one Junior ADU.

Since 2016, California has passed a series
of  laws to make it easier for homeowners to
build Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and
Junior ADUs (JADUs). The following
provides a brief  summary of  the legislatives
changes. 

The City of  Downey has updated its ADU regulations three times, in 2018, 2022,
and 2025, to stay consistent with State law while tailoring standards to local
neighborhood needs.

City Code Updates

Legislative Updates
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ADUs on the Rise

ADU construction began increasing
around 2021 and continues to grow
each year. Most Downey ADUs are
garage conversions, attached additions,
or detached backyard units.

Easier Garage Conversions

A key turning point came with AB 68, SB
13, and AB 881 (2020), which
eliminated the requirement to replace
parking spaces when converting
garages. This has made small-scale
ADUs more common in Downey.

Multifamily Properties

AB 1211 (2025) expanded what’s
possible: up to 8 detached ADUs per
multifamily property, conversion of   
garages and carports now allowed, and
up to 25% of  existing units eligible for
conversion.
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Two-Story ADUs

AB 2553 (2024) expanded the eligibility of
two story ADUs to areas with 20-minute
transit service areas (high-quality transit
area - HQTA), instead of  15-minutes,
effective January 2025. If  the property is
not within a HQTA, then two-story ADUs
are only allowed when attached to the
existing primary dwelling.

Public Outreach + Resources

With each of the three zoning code updates to align with state ADU laws, the
City held public hearings before the Planning Commission and City Council
and published notices in the local newspaper to inform residents and invite
public input.
 
In addition the City has done the following to inform the public of ADU
options:

Distributed “Frequently Asked Questions” handout at the Men’s Wellness
Resource Fair and the National Night Out event.
Shared information regarding the Pre-Approved ADU Program in the
“Mayor’s Corner: September 2025” which was published in the Downey
Patriot.
Provided annual updates to the Greater Downey Association of Realtors
in 2024 and 2025, with approximately 20 attendees at each event.

On the City of Downey’s website, the Community Development Department’s
“ADU Information & Resources” page provides the following resources to the
Downey Community:

Frequently Asked Questions for Single Family Residential ADUs
Frequently Asked Questions for Multifamily Residential ADUs
Information on the City’s Pre-Approved ADU Program
Building Permit Submittal Requirements and Information
Fire Department’s ADU Fire Plan Guide

Additionally, staff regularly assists residents and property owners at the
public counter, by phone, and through email to answer questions about
ADUs, with an estimated 200 ADU-related consultations each month. Staff
provides guidance on available ADU options and explains the applicable
development standards for each property. Staff is also preparing a step-by-
step guide to assist applicants through the ADU development process.
 

https://www.downeyca.org/our-city/departments/adu-information

ADUs in Multifamily Buildings

Property owners of  large apartment
complexes are showing more interest in
adding ADUs by adding new ADUs or
converting common laundry room areas,
or carports and garages into new ADU
units, which is allowed by State law. 

https://www.downeyca.org/our-city/departments/adu-information
https://www.downeyca.org/our-city/departments/adu-information
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