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City of Downey Welcomes Paralympics Ireland for LA28 Familiarization
and Training Camp

Downey, CA. - August 04, 2026: The City of Downey is set to welcome a Paralympics Ireland
delegation for a familiarization and training camp taking place August 12-22, 2026. The visit
supports the organization's early preparations for the LA28 Paralympic Games.

Throughout the 10-day visit, Downey will serve as the delegation’s base of operations, providing
Paralympics Ireland athletes with access to training sessions while the organization’s staff
evaluates facilities, transportation, accommodations, accessibility, climate, and other logistical
considerations throughout the greater Los Angeles region. With convenient access to key
locations across Southern California, the camp will combine athlete preparation with operational
planning to help inform future decisions ahead of the 2028 Paralympic Games.

"We are honored to welcome Paralympics Ireland to Downey as they continue their preparations
for the LA28 Paralympic Games," said Mayor Claudia M. Frometa. "This visit reflects the
collaboration and hospitality that defines our community and connected history. We look forward
to sharing our city with the delegation while supporting their training and introducing them to the
people, facilities and partnerships that make Downey such a special place."

The visit also provides an opportunity to strengthen relationships between Paralympics Ireland
and the Downey community while showcasing the City's commitment to supporting international
athletic excellence and fostering meaningful community connections.

“We are delighted with the relationships we have begun to build with the City of Downey, Downey
Unified School District, Downey High School and the wider local community” said Richard Doyle,
Operations Lead for Paralympics Ireland. “This camp will give our athletes and staff an important
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opportunity to train in Southern California while also helping our performance and operations
teams to better understand the environment, facilities, transport and logistics that will shape our
preparations for LA28. We look forward to working closely with our local partners throughout the
camp and exploring how these relationships can continue to develop in the lead up to the Games.”

As part of the delegation's visit, the City of Downey, in partnership with Downey Unified School
District and Paralympics Ireland, will host a Community Event on Thursday, August 20, from 5:00
PM to 6:30 PM at Downey High School. Residents are invited to attend the free event to learn
more about Paralympic sport, cheer on members of the Paralympics Ireland delegation during a
table tennis exhibition and meet athletes and staff throughout the evening. Additional event details
will be shared on the City's official website and social media channels.

Downey'’s historical connection to Ireland adds meaningful significance to the visit. The City’s
founder and namesake, John Gately Downey, an Irish immigrant who later became California’s
seventh governor, was born in County Roscommon, Ireland. In recognition of this shared heritage,
the City of Downey later established a Sister City relationship with County Roscommon in 2013.
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About the City of Downey

The City of Downey, home to more than 113,000 residents in 12.41 square miles, is a diverse
and dynamic community in the heart of Los Angeles County, approximately 15 miles from
Downtown Los Angeles, and 5 miles from Orange County. The City prides itself on being a full-
service municipal organization with over 800 employees providing an array of services, including
police, fire protection, emergency medical services, water distribution, library services, and parks
and recreational facilities. Downey offers nationally recognized schools, numerous well-kept
parks, and various amenities, including a regional mall, major shopping and business centers, the
Downey Theatre, Downey Library, and the Columbia Memorial Space Center. Downey is a
wonderful community where individuals, families, and businesses are proud to live, work, and
play. For more information, visit www.downeyca.org.

About Paralympics Ireland

Paralympics Ireland is the National Paralympic Committee (NPC) for Ireland and is recognized
by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC). It is responsible for preparing and managing
the Irish team at the Paralympic Games. Paralympics Ireland works with athletes, coaches,
National Governing Bodies, Sport Ireland and other partners to support Irish Para athletes
throughout the high-performance pathway. For more information, visit www.paralympics.ie

About the LA28 Olympic and Paralympic Games

LA28 will bring the Olympic and Paralympic Games to Los Angeles in 2028, uniting more than
15,000 of the world's greatest athletes in a celebration of sport, culture and human potential. Set
against a diverse collection of venues only Southern California can deliver, from the Pacific Ocean
to Hollywood stages to world-class arenas, Los Angeles will become the third city ever to host
three Olympic Games, following 1932 and 1984, and will also host its first ever Paralympic
Games. The LA28 Games will celebrate historic milestones including becoming the first Olympic
Games in history to allocate more quota spots to women athletes than men, the debut of new
Olympic and Paralympic sports and becoming the first Games since 1948 to not build any new
permanent infrastructure. Operating as an independently funded, non-profit organization, LA28
has built a strong foundation of successful commercial partnerships alongside licensing,
hospitality and ticketing with the support of the International Olympic Committee. For more
information, visit www.la28.org.
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